
THIS WEEK...

 November15, 2009  •  Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

COME CELEBRATE WITH US

It has become a tradition in the Town of 
Los Gatos for all of the faith communities 
to gather together to celebrate 
Thanksgiving. This year’s Interfaith 
Thanksgiving Service will take place at 
Congregation 
Shir Hadash, 
the Jewish 
community 
of Los Gatos, 
on Tuesday, 
November 24, at 
7:30 PM. Rabbi 
Melanie Aron 
and her staff 
will welcome us 
to their newly 
remodeled 
sanctuary at 20 
Cherry Blossom 
Lane on the 
corner of Shannon Road.

Please bring your family and invite 
your friends and neighbors for this joyful 
celebration of God’s love, goodness and 
generosity. On the fi rst Thanksgiving, the 
Pilgrims and the Native Americans shared 
their food and friendship in gratitude for 
God’s kindness to them in diffi cult times. 
Here in Los Gatos, we will keep that 
historic spirit alive by focusing on the 
values and goodwill that we share with 
our friends from other faith traditions 
rather than emphasizing our differences.

Our Pastor, Fr. Rick Rodoni, has been 
invited to give the sermon at this year’s 
service. The St. Mary’s adult choir 
will also participate, along with choir 
members from seven other religious 
organizations. The service will also 
include a story for children.

Please bring a food offering to be 
donated to the Second Harvest Food 
Bank, which ministers to the many 
among us who are hungry and in need. 

You will also have the opportunity to 
make a monetary donation to Sacred 
Heart Community Services with a focus 
on assisting the unemployed. 

There will be a reception after the 
service, and anyone who would like to 

bring a plate of cookies 
or fi nger food is invited 
to do so. You may bring 
the snacks to the service 
or drop them off any time 
during the day. Please 
stay for the reception and 
introduce yourselves to 
our friends from other 
faiths.

In addition to our 
yearly Thanksgiving 
Service, the faith 
communities participate 
in service projects 
throughout the year, 

and the Los Gatos Clergy Organization 
meets regularly. Last summer, St. 
Mary’s parishioners helped prepare 
backpacks for the homeless at Sacred 
Heart Community Services, and another 
interfaith service project is being planned 
for January.

We are grateful for the friendship and 
cooperation we enjoy with the other 
faith communities in Los Gatos. The 
congregations which will be participating 
in this year’s Thanksgiving Service are:

Baha’i Faith of  Los Gatos, Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, 
Los Gatos Ward, Congregation Shir 
Hadash, Faith Lutheran Church, Los 
Gatos United Methodist Church, 
Presbyterian Church of Los Gatos, St. 
Luke’s, Episcopal Church, St. Mary of 
the Immaculate Conception, Skyland 
Community Church (United Church of 
Christ) and the Unitarian Universalist 
Fellowship of Los Gatos.
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Sunday 
Nov. 15

Breaking Open the Word
9 and 11:15 am Mass
Playways  9:00 am
RCIA Dismissal 9:00 am
Baptism Rite 11:15 am 
Baptism 2:30 pm
Ecuadorian Soup Supper 
7:00 pm

Monday
Nov.16

55+ Luncheon  11:30 am
Elem. Religious Ed. 4:pm
Adoration 6:00 pm
Junior High EDGE 7:00 pm

Tuesday
Nov. 17

2010 Auction Mtg. 8:15am
Centering Prayer 4:00 pm
RCIA 7:30 pm

Wednesday
Nov. 18

School Mass 9:00 am
Adult Choir Practice
7:15 pm

Thursday
Nov. 19

Scripture Study  9:30 am
Centering Prayer 4:00 pm

Friday
Nov. 20

Bible Study 8:00 am
KGN Lit. of Word 1:00 pm

Saturday
Nov. 21

Baptism  10:00 am

Sunday
Nov. 22

Crisis Pregnancy Coll.
Breaking Open the Word
9 and 11:15 am Mass
Playways  9:00 am
RCIA Dismissal 11:15 am
WAV 4:30 pm

LOOKING AHEAD...

For more detailed information about what is 
happening now and in the future at St. Mary’s go to 
our online calendar on our website or on the computer 
in the parish offi ce.

Interfaith Thanksgiving Service
November 24

Thanksgiving Day Mass
November 26  9 am

The Giving Tree Begins
November 28/29



accessible to the world community by 
technological means. It is fair to say that 
this advantage has advanced the cause 
for the common good, and the numbers 
of those able to access this information is 
growing exponentially. Tom is absolutely 
right about how we ought to  make good 
use of present technology to serve the 
needs of the Church. 

Still, there is much to be done in 
regards to education. Fundamentally, 
people incapable of reading and writing 
will not benefi t from these advances. 
This will create an ever-increasing 
technological divide that does not 
bode well for those already mired in 
poverty. We do well to keep our sight on 
a virtual reality that allows for deeper 
understanding of reality so as not to 
confuse a virtual eternity with God’s 
promise of eternal life.

Heaven and earth will pass away, 
but my words will not pass away.

— Mark 13:31

As with last week’s 
bulletin article from 
Tom Thimot points 
out, it is evident that 

our connection with others throughout the 
world is more easily made by the present 
technology. Just this morning, I received 
a text message from Fr. James Mweyunge 
who lives in Tanzania Africa. It is truly 
amazing to be able to communicate so 
instantaneously with someone so far 
away. 

In these fi rst few years of the new 
millennium, the opportunities for 
virtual public forums, discussion and 
in some cases dissention seem endless. 
One can communicate with others 
without really knowing with whom 
one is communicating, and sometimes 
this obfuscation allows one to write or 
say things that bring about unintended 
circumstances. 

In the same article, Tom alludes to 
the controversy of posting photos from 
attending a Mass at St. Mary—some 
said it was appropriate while others did 

not agree. Consequently, it is important 
to strike the right balance between the 
advantages and disadvantages of a 
so-called connected world. The idea of 
privacy eludes the most careful denizens 
of the virtual world, and one may argue 
that such a world may lead to a wider 
gap from an encounter based in what 
was previously considered reality. Are 
we defi ning a new reality in a virtual 
world that exists because of a collective 
consciousness that now—as never 
before—has a platform? Such a reality 
may lead us to create an alternate eternity 
to the one viewed by the ancients. They 
too sought immortality, and by their 
own standards, very few achieved it. In 
western thought, philosophers, historians, 
and other ancient writers, hoped to 
achieve life beyond their impending 
deaths. These spent their lives creating a 
record of thought and events that remain 
a part of the academic enterprise even to 
this day. 

As much as the human species has 
evolved, we are still stymied in our 
efforts to bring about peace, justice, 
equality, and an even distribution of the 
resources our planet affords. No doubt, 
these efforts continue and are made more 

OUR CONNECTED 
WORLD

PARISHIONER SPOTLIGHT: CORLISS GREENE

It has been said that when you sing 
during mass, you pray twice. Here at St. 
Mary’s the person who enables us to have 
that grace is St. Mary’s Music Director, 
Corliss Greene.

“I’ve been very active in church music 
my whole life,” she told me.  “I 
came to St. Mary’s because a 
voice student of mine invited me 
to join the choir here.”

Corliss sang for 5 years at the 
11:15 choir until Pat Milstead, 
St. Mary’s Organist, who was 
both directing and playing for 
the 11:15 service asked Corliss 
is she would take over directing 
the choir.  This was something 
Corliss was quite comfortable doing, as 
her degree is in Choral Music Education, 
she directed the San Jose Peace Coral for 
7 years, has an extensive background in 
musical theater and opera, and teaches 
voice privately.

Two or three months after Pat asked 
Corliss to direct the 11:15 choir, our 
former Pastor, Fr. Justin Zawadski, 

asked her if she would take over music 
direction for the whole parish, as there 
was no central person doing this at the 
time.  That was ten years ago, and we 
have been blessed with Corliss’ musical 
direction ever since.

Tell me a little about yourself, I asked 
over hot chocolate at Fleur 
de Cocoa.

“I came from Atlanta, born 
and raised,” she said.  “Got 
married at 21 and moved to 
California the next day.  My 
husband is an engineer so 
we moved to Silicon Valley 
and he worked for Hewlett 
Packard in the beginning.  

We are very happily married.  Got 
married in 1980 – so we’ve been married 
for 29 years – and he’s still the most 
interesting person I’ve ever met, and the 
best person I’ve ever met.  My absolute 
favorite thing to do is go to dinner with 
my husband and two kids.  Our kids just 
entertain us constantly.  It’s like a comedy 
show and we don’t have to buy tickets!”

“My hobbies are reading – I read 

voraciously- and I love needlework.  I 
love to cook, but don’t like to clean up, 
though.  And I love music most of all.  
Ensemble pieces are my favorite, because 
I love singing harmony.”

“I would love to take the St. Mary’s 
choir to Europe.  I’m very proud of their 
progress.  And I would love to grow the 
choir bigger.  I would love for us to be 
busting out of our space!”

“I would also love to have the 
congregation sing with us more.  My 
motto is not ‘look at me,’ but ‘come with 
me.’  We are not there for entertainment, 
we are there to lead the singing.”

“We have a wonderful choir made up 
of people who read music and people 
who don’t, and what brings them together 
is the love of music, the love of their 
parish, and willingness to put the time 
in, and to let me push them towards 
excellence.”

Thank you, Corliss, for sharing your 
musical gifts with us.  You have enriched 
our lives here at St. Mary’s.

Know anyone you would like Chloe to inter-
view?  Email her at chloe@apr.com.
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Liturgy

Mass Intentions

Music Notes

Mon, Nov. 16 7:30 am Special Intention

Tues, Nov 17 7:30 am Special Intention

Wed,Nov. 18 7:30 am Special Intention

Thur Nov. 19 7:30 am

Fri,   Nov. 20 7:30 am

Sat,   Nov. 21 7:30 am Violet Gannon †

5:00 pm Foley Family †

Sun, Nov. 22 7:30 am Theodor&Anna Hendig

9:00 am Miller Family †

11:15am Fred Hines Family  †

6:00 pm St. Mary’s Parishioners

LITURGICAL MINISTERS SPOTLIGHT: 
IS LECTORING FOR YOU?
BY MICHELE ZALESNY--LECTOR ADVOCATE

No doubt about it: being a Minister of 
the Word is truly a calling. It’s not for 
everyone, but you may be surprised to 
fi nd yourself called to join the Lectors of 
our parish who proclaim God’s Word at 
the Sunday Masses.

Here’s my personal story about 
becoming a Minister of the Word. It has 
impacted my life in many ways. I think 
it illustrates how the path to becoming a 
Lector is unique for each of us.

I was an extremely shy child. In school, 
getting up to speak was torture for me. I 
overcame my dread of public speaking, 
somewhat, when I became a teacher, but 
it was still diffi cult for me to speak in 
front of my peers or in front of a large 
group of people.

I heard that my parish was recruiting 
Ministers of the Word. It was a lay 
ministry open to women as well as men. 
I decided to give it a try. I knew that it 
would be a challenge because of my 
fears. Yet, as nervous as I was about 
speaking from the Ambo, to a church 
fi lled with people, I knew that being a 
Minister of the Word would fulfi ll my 
desire to be of service to our Lord and to 
the parish community.

Lectoring has not turned me into a 
fearless orator, by any means, but I know 
that being a Lector has sent blessings my 
way on many levels!

I fi nd that being an active member 
of a parish ministry helps me feel more 
connected to my fellow parishioners 
and to our clergy. I am friends with our 
parish priests, with members of the parish 
staff, with my fellow Lectors and with 
many other members of various parish 
ministries. I relish their friendship and 
support.

On a deeper level, I understand that 
Lectoring goes far beyond reading 
excerpts from the Old and New 
Testaments. It is a pledge to proclaim--or 
“shout from the rooftops”--God’s Word. 
I take to heart the responsibility of doing 
an excellent job. What I proclaim to the 
Assembly at Mass may be the only time 
these scripture passages are heard by 
many people. I take this trust seriously 
and prepare myself thoroughly each time 
I am called on to Lector.

Monday: 1 Mc 1:10-15, 41-43, 54-57, 62
                      63; Lk 18:35-43
Tuesday: 2 Mc 6:18-31; Lk 19:1-10
Wednesday: 2 Mc 7:1, 20-31; Lk 19:11-28
Thursday: 1 Mc 2:15-29; Lk 19:41-44
Friday: 1 Mc 4:36-37, 52-59; Lk19:
 45-48
Saturday: 1 Mc 6:1-13; Lk 20:27-40
Sunday:           Dn 7:13-14; Ps 93; Rv 1:5-8;
                      Jn18:33b-37     
 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

 Let us pray for 
our  parishioners who 
are sick, including Fr. 
Jorge da Silva, Chester 
Antonowicz, Dr. Leonard 
Monteleone and Heidi 

Medina that Jesus be their source of 
strength and comfort.  

To place a name on this list (for three 
weeks), contact Pastoral Care, 354-4061 
Ext. 123. You also are invited to write 
names in St. Mary’s Book of Petitions and 
Prayers in front of Mary’s statue in church.

CAN IT BE THE HOLIDAYS ALREADY?
I am shocked that our Advent and 

Christmas celebrations are right around 
the Corner!  Can it really be the middle 
of November?  I have started dusting 
off my Christmas CD’s.  Some of my 
favorites are The Carpenter’s, Kenny 
Loggins, James Taylor, Mannheim 
Steamroller, and Barbra Streisand...  
What are your favorites?

We have many musical, liturgical, 
and social happenings here at St. Mary’s 
in the upcoming season.  I wanted to 
whet your appetite with just one of our 
offerings (more in the weeks to come)...  
We will be having our Christmas Carol 
Sing again this year, combined with a 
Christmas Pageant by the Children of 
the Church, on the evening of Thursday, 
Dec. 17, at 7:00.  I can’t wait!  I am 
busily doing my research on the holiday 
songs and carols we’re going to sing 
together!  Please mark your calendars 
now for this fun, family event (and save 
some room for cookies afterwards!)

THANKSGIVING MASS

The traditional 
Thanksgiving Day Mass 

will be held at 
St. Mary Church at 9:00 a.m. 

There will be no other Mass offered 
on Thanksgiving, November 26.

Through the guided preparations 
for this ministry, I now comprehend 
the scriptures better as I fi nd out about 
the historical background surrounding 
them. I learn about the lives of the 
inspired writers from both Testaments. 
My knowledge of scripture and how 
it impacts our modern lives constantly 
grows. I am very grateful for this.

That is my story; now, what about you? 
Do you yearn for a deeper understanding 
of scripture? Do you want to be of service 
to your parish community and to our 
Lord? Do you desire a deeper sense of 
community fellowship? Are you willing 
to accept a challenge and an opportunity? 
Do you have fears about public speaking 
you want to overcome? Then, Lectoring 
might be right for you! I guarantee that if 
you say, “Yes,” you will never be sorry! 
There’s much to be gained!

If you are interested in becoming a 
Minister of the Word, please contact me 
via email at mzalesny@verizon.net or 
call me at 354-5973. May the Holy Spirit 
reach out to those who are called to this 
special ministry!



WHAT IS A CATECHIST:
A catechist is an ordinary person who 

is extraordinary because he or she teaches 
as Jesus did.

A catechist is a sign of Christian hope 
in a world turned in on itself.

A catechist is an expression of the 
mission entrusted by Jesus to

God’s People.
A catechist is the “good news” in fl esh 

and blood in today’s humanity.
A catechist is proof that someone is 

wise enough to care about all
the most important things in life.
A catechist is faithful to the past, open 

to the future, but especially dedicated 
to deepening the faith of the present 
generation.

A catechist is the Bible and the Church 
in human form.

A catechist is Saint Paul in modern 
disguise.

A catechist is the gem who makes it 

WAV/ High School Youth Ministry

possible for priests, sisters,
and religious education coordinators to 

sleep a bit better at night.
A catechist is the backbone of the 

Mystical Body of Christ and the
guarantee that the Bible will be printed 

tomorrow.
A catechist is the person who makes 

Christ come alive to the child
who never hears of Him at home.
A catechist is the busiest person in the 

parish, who somehow fi nds
time to do those important things 

which everyone else is too busy to do.
A catechist is faith, hope, and love 

attached to arms and legs, aches
and pains, family duties, and not 

enough time.
A catechist is a person who nurtures to 

others and in doing so fi nds
that they are being nurtured in return.

Family Faith Formation

WHY DO WE HAVE A
 “PREFERENTIAL OPTION FOR THE POOR”?

The Church’s social teaching is a rich 
treasure of wisdom about building a just 
society. There are seven social teachings 
and this semester at WAV we have been 
examining several of them; this past 
Sunday we talked about the “Preferential 
Option for the Poor.”

We watched a short video about a poor, 
homeless man named Sam. Sam began 
the segment by saying 
that the one thing that 
he had never had was 
love – his parents were 
not present for him and 
nowhere in his childhood 
or adolescence did he 
have the experience of 
being loved. I found his words shocking 
and so very sad. He went on to share that 
he had graduated from high school and 
attended a few semesters of college – he 
proudly stated that he was a Vietnam 
Vet and a Citizen of the United States. 
His current situation of homelessness 
and poverty was he said, “the result of 
bad choices” which left him an addict. 
Interestingly, several aspects of living as 
a homeless person were very positive for 
Sam – he felt welcome, he felt that he 

was not being judged in a negative way, 
and he felt the love of a community.  

A few weeks ago in the bulletin one of 
our parishioners shared her experience of 
serving our local homeless community 
by volunteering at St. Luke’s Outreach. 
Part of her message touched upon the fact 
that quite a few of those who are served 
are people who grew up in Los Gatos, 
graduated from Los Gatos High School, 
and still consider Los Gatos “home.” 

The teens found it sobering to learn 
about these members of our local 
poor. Their response was to collect 
clean, used clothing and household 
linens that they no longer needed 
for the members of St. Luke’s 
homeless community. 

We are called to stand with the 
poor because Jesus identifi ed them as 
a priority. Scripture recalls the story of 
the Last Judgment (Mt 25:31 – 46) and 
instructs us to put the needs of the poor 
and vulnerable fi rst. It is for these reasons 
that we have a “Preferential Option for 
the Poor” as part of our Catholic social 
justice tradition. This teaching reminds 
us that a basic moral test of any society 
is how its most vulnerable members are 
faring.

St. Mary School News
ST. MARY’S SCHOOL HOST A SERIES OF FUND-
RAISERS TO BENEFIT ST. JUDE’S CHILDREN’S 
RESEARCH HOSPITAL!

On a sunny Sunday, the 27th of 
September, over 90 families joined the 
Second Grade Class at St Mary’s School 
for it’s fi fth annual Fun Run/Walk.  A 

positive spirit fi lled the air as participants 
started off with a prayer at St Mary’s 
and followed a marked path to the Dam 
Trail and to Vasona Park and back. This 
year’s event was in honor of a St. Mary’s 
seventh grade student who has been 
battling Synovial Sarcoma, a rare form 
of cancer. She is currently receiving 
treatment at St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital and $4,000 raised from the Fun 
Run was donated to St. Jude’s.  

Following the Fun Run, 
families joined 

together 
to plant  a 

“Garden 
of 
Hope” 
which 
included just over 300 yellow 
trumpet daffodil bulbs the morning of the 
fun run. The seventh graders will plant 
another 100 bulbs around the campus 
after the fi rst rains. “We are joining 
together as a community to support St. 
Jude’s and their efforts in researching 
synovial sarcoma. Financial support for 
this cause is critical” quotes Meggen 
Mitchell, St Mary’s second grade teacher.

On October 30th, the St. Mary’s 
Eighth graders continued St. Jude’s 
fundraising efforts by creating and 
hosting a Halloween Carnival for the 
school. Students from all grades were 
entertained with festive Halloween games 
and spooctacular prizes, which in turn 
raised $800.



ECUADORIAN SOUP SUPPER - PLEASE JOIN US!
The entire parish is invited to the 

second annual Ecuadorian Soup Supper 
in Howley Hall on Sunday, November 
15th at 7:00 p.m. (following the 6:00 
pm Mass).  We will have a simple but 
delicious Ecuadorian meal.  Due to the 
overwhelming response last year, we 
have doubled our capacity so there will 
be plenty of food for everybody!  Sr. 
Cindy Sullivan, Sister of Charity, BVM, 
will again join us from our ministry 
partner, the Working Boy’s Center in 
Quito, Ecuador.  In order to share in 
the life and culture of our brothers and 
sisters in Ecuador, we will have live 
Ecuadorian music and an opportunity to 
purchase hand made goods from Ecuador 
and alternative Christmas gifts.   Due 
to the enormous demand last year, we 

Adult Enrichment

Pastoral Care and Community Ministry

CRISIS PREGNANCY COLLECTION-NOV. 21, 22
Juan Diego Society to benefi t

The Crisis Pregnancy Ministry will be 
collecting any newborn items, diapers 
up to 3mos and clothes up to 3T at 
all masses on November 21 and 22. 
The items collected this month will be 
donated to the Juan Diego Society, a 
Catholic, non-profi t, organization which 
provides support, counseling, prayer, and 
Catholic instruction to unwed mothers, 
ages 14-16. The agency has been in 
existence for 21 years and has helped 
over 880 women and saved 620 babies. 
Please be generous in reaching out to 
these young girls in need.  You may drop 
off items to Terri Trotter in the Pastoral 
Ministries Offi ce or bring them to Church 
on Nov. 21 & 22.   For any questions

Call Teri@ 354-4061x122

INTERFAITH THANKSGIVING SERVICE

Give Thanks to God with the Entire Los 
Gatos Community
Tuesday, November 24, 7:30 PM
CONGREGATION SHIR HADASH, 20 CHERRY 
BLOSSOM LANE, LOS GATOS (CORNER OF 
SHANNON ROAD)

Let’s make sure that St. Mary’s is 
well represented at this year’s Interfaith 
Thanksgiving Service. Our new pastor, 
Fr. Rick Rodoni will give the homily. Fr. 
Justin will also participate in the service, 
and members of the St. Mary’s choir will 
sing along with musicians from the other 
faith communities in Los Gatos. We will 
give thanks for all the many blessings 
we have received this year, and we are 
also grateful to Rabbi Melanie Aron and 
Congregation Shir Hadash for hosting us.

There will be a food collection 
for Second Harvest and a monetary 
collection for Sacred Heart Community 
Services.

The congregations participating in this 
year’s service are:

St. Mary’s Catholic Church, 
Congregation Shir Hadash, Faith 
Lutheran Church, St. Luke’s Episcopal 
Church, Los Gatos United Methodist 
Church, The Presbyterian Church of 
Los Gatos, The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints, The Unitarian 
Universalist Fellowship of Los Gatos, 
and the Baha’i Faith of Los Gatos.

have greatly increased the inventory and 
selection for this year.  All donations 
and proceeds from gift purchases will go 
directly to the Working Boy’s Center.   If 
you have any questions or would like to 
help out with the supper, please contact 
Carol Braham at 354-6121 or Braham@
comcast.net.    
WORKING BOY’S CENTER SECOND COLLECTION 
This weekend, November 14-15, there 
will be a second collection benefi tting 
our ministry partner, the Working Boy’s 
Center in Quito, Ecuador.  Checks can be 
made out to Family Unity International, 
Inc. and placed in the collection basket or 
sent to 12750 Stephen Place, Elm Grove, 
Wisconsin 53122.    You can also visit 
their website at www.workingboyscenter.
org.  All donations are fully tax deduct-
ible.  Thank you for your generosity!!

YOUNG ADULTS SERVICE PROJECT:
 Saturday, November 21, 1-4 PM Sacred 
Heart Community Services

The St. Mary’s Young Adults Group 
will participate in a service project at 
Sacred Heart Community Services in 
San Jose. Young adults from St. Mary’s 
will join with their counterparts from 
St. Lucy’s and St. Joseph of Cupertino 
to help prepare food and supplies for 
the homeless during this Thanksgiving 
season. All young adults and friends are 
invited to join in this worthwhile activity. 
For more information, please contact 
Chloe Leinwand at : chloe@apr.com or 
call her at (408) 656-9870.

CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS IN OTHER COUNTRIES

 Volunteers Needed 
Mark Your  Calendars!
Friday, December 11, 7-8:30 PM 
Hoffman Center

Once again, St. Mary’s will host this 
family friendly event, which focuses on 
the food, music, customs and artistic 
traditions of Christmas around the world. 
We are a multicultural parish, and we 
need our own parishioners to volunteer 
to share the Christmas traditions from 
the countries of their ancestors. This 
year’s Christmas Traditions event will 
be organized by the St. Mary’s Young 
Adults Group, and we are hoping to 
feature holiday customs from Vietnam, 

Mexico, Ireland and China. If you 
or your ancestors came from one of 
these countries, please contact Chloe 
Leinwand, Leader of the Young Adults 
Group, at: chloe@apr.com or call her at 
(408) 656-9870.If your family comes 
from some other country and you would 
like to share your customs, contact us 
anyway, as we don’t want to exclude 
anyone.

Christmas is a time for joyful giving, 
You can give a gift to your parish by 
sharing the food and customs of your 
heritage with those who worship with 
you.

All parishioners, including extended 
families and friends are invited to this 
free, friendly event.

THE FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

VIGIL: MONDAY, DECEMBER 7 

6:00 pm - Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament & Procession with the Joyful 
Mysteries of  the Rosary
6:30 pm - Evening Prayer & Benediction
7:00 pm - Potluck Celebration for our 
Patron Saint

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8
7:30 am Mass
School Mass: 9:00 am
Evening Mass: 7:30 pm



PASTORAL ADMINISTRATION

Parish Offi ce: 408.354.3726    Pastoral Ministries: 408.354.4061   Fax: 408.354.9302

Fr. Rick Rodoni Pastor rrodoni@stmaryslg.org x139
Fr. Justin Le Parochial Vicar/ jle@stmaryslg.org x138
 Director of Liturgy  
Rose Anna Higashi Director of Adult Education,  rhigashi@stmaryslg.org x135
 RCIA & Young Adults 
Terri Trotter Director of Faith Formation ttrotter@stmaryslg.org x122
Carol Thornton Director of Youth Ministry cthornton@stmaryslg.org x121
Jane Ferguson Director of Pastoral Care jferguson@stmaryslg.org x123
 & Community Ministry
Corliss Greene Music Coordinator cgreene@stmaryslg.org x129
Colleen Pacheco Pastoral Ministries cpacheco@stmaryslg.org x125
 Administrative Assisitant
Carolee Gannon Parish Secretary cgannon@stmaryslg.org x110
Teri Shepherd Tucci Business Manager tstucci@stmaryslg.org x137 
   

SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION

School Offi ce: 408.354.3944      Fax: 408.395.9151

Sr. Nicki Thomas, snjm Principal snicki@stmaryslg.org x119
Charlene Lemann Assistant Principal clemann@stmaryslg.org x149
Karen Larson Assistant Principal klarson@stmaryslg.org x162
Sheryl Becker Offi ce Manager sbecker@stmaryslg.org x132
Anna Paulsen Secretary apaulsen@stmaryslg.org x118

MASS TIMES 

Daily: Mon - Sat 7:30 am       Saturday (Vigil): 5 pm        Sunday: 7:30, 9 & 11:15 am  and 6 pm

  Reconciliation: 3:30 pm on Saturdays

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
Please Take a Heart & Fulfi ll a Wish

The Christmas Giving Tree will be set 
up in the main vestibule of the church the 
weekend of November 28 and 29. Please 
consider taking one or more of the many 
brightly colored paper heart ornaments 
and fulfi ll the gift wish. All gifts are due 
back on Sunday, December 13. This year 
the parish will support eleven agencies 
that minister to those in need in Santa 
Clara County. In addition to gifts, we 
gratefully accept monetary donations 
made out to “St. Mary’s”, note: Giving 
Tree. Anyone who wishes to receive a 
receipt for tax purposes please call Terri 
Trotter @ 354-4061x122. 

ARCHBISHOP MITTY HIGH SCHOOL

OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, November 22, 2009
Guided tours from
9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Archbishop Mitty High School 
5000 Mitty Avenue
San Jose, CA 95129
(408) 252-6610 

Please view our website www.mitty.com/admis-
sion for additional information about our Catholic 
college preparatory.

 ENEWSLETTER

If you know would like to receive the 
monthly eNewsletter you can go on the 
website and sign up or you can send them 
this link: http://www.stmaryslg.org/
parish/#signup

Last Week

Goal $19,186.27

Actual $19,538.83

Variance      $256.76

Year to Date

Goal $364,593.13

Actual $350,987.55

Variance  ($20,693.24)

St. Mary’s parish is a community 
of believers in Jesus Christ 

that gathers together to celebrate 
the mysteries of God’s love.

We support and strengthen one another in our commitment to the Catholic faith.

We serve those in need and share with all the 
Good News of God’s unconditional love.

Report on Collections

COUNTRY FAIR RESULTS ARE IN
The efforts of this year’s co-Chairs,  

Annette Nystrom and Tina Lally, have 
proven to be a success.  The profi ts from 
the Country Fair were $170,000 which 
is shared equally between the parish and 
the school supporting our catechetical 
(children and adult) and educational 
programs.  Many thanks to the Fair 
Chairs,  Accounting Team, Scheduling 
and parish/school members who 
volunteered countless hours to set-up, 
organize, “man “, clean-up, support, etc. 
a wonderfully successful fair this year. 

The success of our fair takes planning 
and preparation well in advance.  We 
already have our chairs in place for next 
year – Tina Lally and Lisa Fanslau.   
They will begin working on next year’s 
fair after the holidays and looking to 
the members of our parish and school 
for volunteers.  We will be updating the 
Country fair website as the planning 
begins.  In the meantime, if you have 
questions or are interested in volunteering 
for next year’s fair please contact our fair 
chairs: fair_chairs@stmaryslg.org
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