
THIS WEEK...

 September 13, 2009  •  Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

As Catholics, the weekly celebration 
of the Eucharist is the heart of worship. 
We are all called to 
full, conscious and 
active participation 
at mass. But what 
are the various 
ways in which we 
can participate? 
First and foremost 
we can be members 
of the assembly, for when we come 
together to worship, Christ is present in 
the assembly. Once we are gathered we 
need someone to preside as the leader, 
and the priest serves this role. Then it is 
time to for all those in the assembly to 
consider their individual gifts and talents 
and refl ect on how they can serve. Some 
may help with music, some may be 
ushers, and others may serve as ministers 
of communion. All 
of these fall into a 
category known as 
liturgical ministries. 
In fact the word 
liturgy means “the 
work of the people.”

Here at Saint 
Mary’s we have 
been refl ecting 
on how we can 
better integrate our 
teens in the various liturgical ministries 
that contribute to the graceful fl ow of 
the mass. Last year the parish Liturgy 
Council Subcommittee on Youth 
identifi ed the fact that between altar 
service (grades 5-8) and Confi rmation 
(typically in grade 10) we had a gap. 
While there is no age at which one must 
“retire” from altar service, our parish 
experience is that by the eighth grade 
many youth cease to serve. Confi rmation 
is the sacrament which typically 
completes a person’s initiation into the 

Catholic Church – and it is only the fully 
initiated* who may serve as Eucharistic 

Ministers and Lectors. So, indeed 
there is a period of time between 
grades 8 and 10 when our youth 
may feel that we have no place 
for their help. We want to amend 
this perception! There is an urgent 
need for young people to lend their 
support as Ministers of Welcome 
– in which they will greet their 

fellow parishioners, perform the role of 
sacristan, support altar servers, welcome 
the general assembly, lead our prayers 
of petition, and collect and present the 
communities’ gifts. 

For this reason, members of the 
Pastoral Council Subcommittee on 
Youth, along with the support of Father 
Justin Le and Carol Thornton are 
beginning the “Liturgical Ministry for 

Teens” program. The 
initial pilot will be 
launched at the 6:00 
pm Sunday mass, 
and in future years 
may be expanded 
to other masses. 
Saint Mary’s Parish 
has an immediate 
need for teens to 
serve as Ministers 
of Welcome, for 

which they can receive Community 
Service hours. Interested adults are 
needed to mentor and train our youth 
and to coordinate monthly planning 
meetings and facilitate at one Sunday 
mass per month. For those interested, 
please come to the inaugural meeting 
on Sunday, September 13 at 7:00 pm in 
Hofmann Center. Contact John Becker at 
johnhbecker@msn.com or 348-2127 for 
more information.
*At Children’s Masses those not fully initiated may 
serve as lectors.

LITURGICAL MINISTRY FOR TEENS
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Mon, Sep 14 Spirituality Committee
7:30 pm

Tue, Sep 15 RCIA
7:30 pm

Wed, Sep 16 Adult Choir Practice
7:15pm

Thu, Sep 17 Seniors 55+ Group
12 noon - Potluck Lunch
Centering Prayer
4 pm

Fri, Sep 18 Supper Club Dinner Sale 
8 am
Bible Study
8 am

Sat, Sep 19 Liturgical Ministries 
Enrichment Day
9 am

Sun, Sep 20 Commissioning for 
Catechists
9 am & 11:15 am

LOOKING AHEAD...
Faith Formation begins 

Sun., Sept. 27 &  Mon., Sept 28

Confi rmation Prep begins
October 1

St. Mary’s Country Fair
Oct. 9, 10 & 11

Installation for Fr. Rick 
as our Pastor

Oct. 17     5pm Mass

For more detailed information about what is 
happening now and in the future at St. Mary’s 
go to our online calendar on our website or on 
the computer in the parish offi ce.



expression of the relationship with the 
divine and communal; we are to love 
God with our entire being and love our 
neighbor as we love ourselves. Liturgy is 
where the work of our hands is validated 
and our faith is confi rmed. Perhaps here 
we may begin to fi nd the answers for 
which the world is waiting. 

Report on Collections

Last Week
Goal $19,186.27
Actual $19,799.33
Variance      $613.06

Year to Date
Goal $182,719.10
Actual $171,946.78
Variance ($19,915.92)

It seems time is passing so quickly. 
Now that Labor Day Holiday is over, we 
are moving inexorably to the seasonal 
celebrations that defi ne us. By the 
liturgical calendar, we are celebrating 
Ordinary Time. The Church has defi ned 
the time between the end of Easter 
Season and the beginning of Advent by 
the term ordinary--but there is nothing 
ordinary about it. The fl urry of activity 
during these months allow us to prepare 
for the winter, and no matter the weather 
in regards to “climate change” we 
will no doubt continue to prepare our 
celebrations according to the way we 
believe.

Often, the word liturgy is used 
as a singular event as in a liturgical 
celebration or the Mass. Defi ned by its 
more archaic meaning, liturgy means the 
work of the people. This meaning lends 
itself to the participation of all people in 
a liturgical event such as a Mass. Such 
events are also defi ned by the sacraments 
we celebrate in the same context of work. 
One may ask what the work of the people 
is, and how is such work related to the 
sacraments and our communal prayer. 

Liturgy and sacraments combine to 
form the expression of what is truly 
meaningful in our lives. Indeed, Sunday 
Mass is an essential celebration of all that 
we bring to God’s altar of sacrifi ce. To 
illustrate this, allow me the indulgence of 
a brief story. My friend Jim was planning 
his marriage to Eliza, and he asked me 
to assist and witness the marriage. Jim 
is a police offi cer, and he witnesses the 
unbecoming side of human nature often. 
As we went riding in his car one day 
discussing the vagaries of life, he asked, 
“Is all this worth it?” I took this question 
to mean, does life have any real value? I 
responded, “Yes, If you are able to love 
and be loved then life is worthwhile, and 
faith is a gift that allows us to believe 
that our love gives life meaning.” While 
this abstract response may not have 
given the detailed steps to understand 
life’s meaning and purpose, it was meant 
to suggest a framework for developing 
a life-long understanding to what is 
meaningful in life. 

Accordingly, liturgy 
provides the framework for 
a meaningful expression of 
one’s life and work in the 
context of the divine and 
communal relationship. 
Would if our work, efforts 

and sacrifi ce yielded immediate results, 
but this is not why anyone makes an 
effort, goes to work, or considers a 
sacrifi ce. If it were, then no one in their 
right mind would do any of it, and it 
would seem that self-interest would 
have greater sway leading us to a deeper 
individualist ideology. Some argue that 
we have already been to the brink of 
individualism and have fallen into the 
abyss of cynicism and myopia. Still our 
focus ought not be on what we imagine 
as a monolithic ideology pervasive 
as it may seem, rather we do well to 
understand that faith is not based on the 
immediate or provable result. To love, to 
work, to believe; each is attributable to 
God who gives us what is necessary to 
seek and fi nd, ask and receive, knock and 
enter. Here lies the freedom to walk the 
path of faith even and especially when 
it is too dark to see. It is then that God’s 
light shows us the way of faith--for we 
walk by faith, not by sight.

I’m not sure what we ought do about 
our economic condition and the wide 
spread unemployment affecting may 
citizens in our country and towns. I do 
not understand the complexities of the 
corporate world or the distribution of 
wealth or for that matter where to fi nd 
wealth and keep it. I cannot abide the 
wonton greed of some that are only 
concerned with the bottom line while 
contending with shareholders--even as 
their portfolios increase and thousands 
lose their jobs. I do not have an answer 
for those seeking medical attention even 
as they are without access to medical care 
because of their economic condition. The 
answer to these questions do not lend 
themselves to abstractions as now they 
demand a practical course of action. What 
action we take may make the difference 
for some that are affl icted these ways.

Fundamentally, at the heart of Christian 
thought and spirituality is our identity 
with the Son of God who gives his life as 
a sacrifi ce in faith because God believes 
in us. Our real challenge vis-a-vis our 
relationship with God and others will 
be borne out in the way we believe in 
God. Part of our belief will also be our 

Labor Day Refl ections

ST. MARY’S 55+ SENIORS’ GROUP

Potluck Lunch
Thursday, September 17 at 12 pm

Those of us who attend on a regular 
basis have voted to change our meeting 
times to the third Thursday of each month 
and to have a potluck lunch.  We’ll gather 
in the Hoffmann Center.

Please bring your favorite dish to share 
with at least ten people.  Also, bring 
your own eating utensils, tableware, and 
drinking glass or cup.  We’ll have coffee 
and water, and whatever else someone 
wants to bring.

Any questions, email Helen Williams, 
photochik1@sbcglobal.net, or call 
Marietta Riney, 395-6197.  Hope to see 
you soon.

The Lord GOD is my help,
therefore I am not disgraced.

— Isaiah 50:7



Liturgy

Mass Intentions

Music Notes

Mon,  Sep.14 7:30 am Sylvia Garvey †

Tues,  Sep 15 7:30 am Odette Torre, Sp Int

Wed, Sep 16 7:30 am Odette Torre, Sp Int

Thu,  Sep 17 7:30 am Special Intention

Fri,  Sep 18 7:30 am Clare Dinno, Sp Int

Sat,  Sep 19 7:30 am

5:00 pm Gerald Pio Pighini  †

Sun,  Sep 20 7:30 am St. Mary’s Parishioners

9:00 am Romana and Everett 
Wheat  †

11:15 am Gloria Stankey  †

6:00 pm Jerry Callaway and 
Sheila Thares, Sp Int

JOIN “THE JOURNEY”
New reams of paper, bookbags, and a 

nightly bath in something other than the 
pool can only mean one thing:  Summer 
is winding down!!!  

As you know, we have many great 
musicians here at St. Mary’s.  If you are a 
Junior High or High School aged person, 
perhaps you would like to join our 6:00 
Sunday music group, “The Journey”.  
There’s always a place for one more 
singer! Also, if you play an instrument, 
it’s possible they could use you there.  If 
you have questions, or want further info, 
contact The Journey’s fearless leader, 
Michelle Hennessy, at theloudsoprano@
yahoo.com.  The group rehearses in the 
church at 5:00 p.m. on Sundays, and sing 
for the 6:00 mass.  We’d love to have you 
be a part of our great St. Mary’s music 
tradition!

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS:
Serving and “Extraordinary”

By virtue of Baptism, each and every 
Christian has a call to holiness through 
a life in Christ. Living the life of Christ 
is to live as a servant to others(cf. Lk. 
22:27; Mk. 10:45). Thus, to serve as 
a Eucharistic minister is to publicly 
affi rm that one is willing to assume the 
responsibility of being a servant to others.

We also affi rm that at the “Eucharistic 
banquet” it is always Christ who is 
serving and being served. Although it 
may seem that a Eucharistic minister is 
acting as a host and should wait until 
the guests are served, the theology of 
communion takes a different approach. 
The NDRHC  (#26) states that “Bishops, 
priests and deacons distribute Holy 
Communion in virtue of their offi ce as 
ordinary ministers of the Body and Blood 
of the Lord.” However, when the size 
of the congregation or the incapacity of 
the bishop, priest, or deacon requires it, 
the priest may call upon extraordinary 

ministers to assist him (cf. GIRM 162). 
As such, the extraordinary minister’s 
ministry is a service to the Church and a 
help to the priest who is acting in persona 
Christi capitis et in persona ecclesiae 
(in the person of Christ the head and in 
the person of the Church). A Eucharistic 
Minister, given status of “extraordinary”, 
is sharing in that priestly ministry. 
Therefore, “the practice of extraordinary 
ministers of Holy Communion waiting to 
receive Holy Communion until after the 
distribution of Holy Communion is not in 
accord with liturgical law.” (See NDRHC 
#39)
NDRHC: “Norms for the Distribution and 
Reception of Holy Communion”
GIRM: The General Instruction of the Roman 
Missal

Monday: Nm 21:4b-9; Ps 78; Phil 2:6-11;   
 Jn 3:13-17
Tuesday: 1 Tm 3:1-13; Jn 19:25-27 or 
 Lk 2:33-35
Wednesday: 1 Tm 3:14-16; Lk 7:31-35
Thursday: 1 Tm 4:12-16; Lk 7:36-50
Friday: 1 Tm 6:2c-12; Lk 8:1-3
Saturday: 1 Tm 6:13-16; Lk 8:4-15
Sunday: Wis 2:12, 17-20; Ps 54; 
 Jas 3:16 — 4:3; Mk 9:30-37

Readings for the Week

 Let us pray for our 
parishioners who are 
sick, that Jesus be their 
source of strength and 
comfort. To place a 
name on this list (for 

three weeks), contact Pastoral Care, 
354-4061 Ext. 123. You also are 
invited to write names in St. Mary’s 
Book of Petitions and Prayers in 
front of Mary’s statue in church.

St. Mary’s parish is a community of believers in 
Jesus Christ that gathers together to celebrate the mysteries of God’s love.

We support and strengthen one another in our commitment to the Catholic faith.

We serve those in need and share with all the 
Good News of God’s unconditional love.



WAV/ High School Youth Ministry

WE THANK OUR VOLUNTEERS

Thank you to all of the wonderful 
people who volunteered to be catechists 
for the 2009/10 year. The ability to enrich 
the faith life of the children and youth 
of our parish and to model for them the 
importance of an on-going relationship 
with God cannot be measured. We are 
all called to be disciples and as such 

to spread the “Good News” as 
Jesus did. When you volunteer 
to share your gifts, talents, and 
your love of your faith we are 
all enriched and enlivened as 
a parish community because 
we all must work toward the 
same goal. Together we are the 
body of Christ and together we 
will spread the news of God’s 
constant faith and love for each 
one of us.

CATHECHISTS NEEDED 
We are still looking for one or two 
catechists to help out during the 9:00 
and 11:15 a.m. Masses. Please consider 
sharing your faith with our parish 
children. If you would like to help 
please contact Terri at 354-4061x122 or 
ttrotter@stmaryslg.org

THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION

Confi rmation has had many theological 
evolutions over the past 75 years. Some 
people equate their Confi rmation with 
becoming “soldiers of Christ”, ready to 
defend the faith. Others think of it as an 
experience that marked their “coming of 
age” as a Catholic and the end of formal 
religious education. 

The current theology is that 
Confi rmation is a completion of the 
Baptism one received in infancy. It is 
one of the three sacraments of initiation 
into the Catholic Church – the other 
two are Baptism and Eucharist. Today, 
we understand and acknowledge that 
becoming Catholic isn’t just a one-time 
event that happens at a person’s Baptism. 
It is a whole lifetime of learning how to 
live in a way that refl ects the message of 
Christ and the Scriptures and the teaching 

by the celebration of Confi rmation is the 
presence of Christ’s Spirit in our midst.

Preparation for Teen 
Confi rmation at St. Mary’s 
begins on October 1 
from 7:00 – 8:30 pm in 
Hofmann Center with an 
orientation session for 
teens and parents. Our 
parish offers this sacrament 
to high school teens; most 
candidates are sophomores, 
but all are welcome. 

Go to the parish website www.
stmaryslg.org/parish/wav.html 

for registration forms, a calendar, and information.

SACRAMENTS OF 
RECONCILIATION AND EUCHARIST

If you have a second grader and would 
like him/her to receive the Sacraments 
of Reconciliation and Eucharist and 
have not fi lled out the registration forms, 
please do so as soon as possible and 
return them to the Pastoral Ministries 
Offi ce. Our fi rst parent information 
meeting will be held on 
Thursday, October 15. 
At that time we will go 
over the process of First 
Reconciliation. If you 
have any questions, please 
call Terri Trotter.

FAITH FORMATION CLASSES

Our Faith Formation 
classes will be starting 
next week. We begin 
our fi rst sessions on Sunday, Sept. 27 
and Monday, Sept. 28. If you have not 
registered your children, please send your 
forms into the Pastoral Ministries Offi ce. 
If you need forms to register, please 
come by the offi ce or go to our website 
and down load the forms. We are looking 
forward to starting up another great year.

ST. MARY’S SCHOOL FAMILY GROUPS

The  students gather each month  in 
family groups.   Each “family” usually 
has nine members - a student from each 
grade, kindergarten through eighth. The  
students  participate in a family activity 
and discussion around our school theme, 
“Go Make a Difference.”  Each month, 
a different grade takes responsibility for 
preparing the family activity.  Usually 
there is a presentation to the whole group 
with a follow-up discussion and activity 
in the family.  Last Wednesday  was the 
fi rst family group assembly  sponsored 
by the seventh grade and was centered 
on the word, environment.    You are 
welcome to come join a family each 
month as the school works to “Make a 
Difference” in different parts of our life 
and world:  September 9th: Environment, 
October 7th: Ourselves, November 
11th: Family, December 16th: Friends,  
January 13th: School Community, 
February 3rd: Church, March 31st: Local 
and National Community, April 21st: 
Natural World, May 5th: Human Family.
More information about our school can be found 
on the website: https://www.edline.net/pages/
StMarys_School

Family Faith Formation

and tradition of the Catholic Church. 
So, what are the key elements of 

Confi rmation? The 
sacrament celebrates 
the candidates’ gradual 
and continuing growth 
into the Eucharistic 
community. The 
sacrament of 
Confi rmation is 
conferred through the 
anointing with chrism 
on the forehead, which 
is done by the laying 
on of the hand, and 
through the words: “Be sealed with the 
gift of the Holy Spirit.” It is important 
to note however, that what is sealed is 
not the candidate but the gift of the Holy 
Spirit fi rst given in Baptism. What we 
celebrate, seal, bless and make explicit 

St. Mary School News



VOLUNTEER YOUR TIME, TALENT, OR TREASURE

Crisis Pregnancy Collection
COMMUNITY PREGNANCY CENTER TO BENEFIT

September 26th and 27th 
The Crisis Pregnancy Ministry will 

be collecting diapers, diaper bags, baby 
wipes, sleepers up to 12 months, onesies, 
receiving blankets, hooded baby towels, 
newborn hats, baby soap and shampoo, 
diaper rash ointment and formula or dry 
baby cereal, at all masses on September 
26 and 27. The items collected this month 
will be donated to Community Pregnancy 
Center, a local agency, which provides 
medical care, counseling and resources 
for low-income, pregnant woman in 
Santa Clara County.

Ecuadorian Soup Supper November 16th
LEND A HAND…

If anyone is interested in helping out 
with the Ecuadorian Soup Supper on 
November 15th after the Sunday 6 p.m. 
mass, please contact Carol Braham at 
354-6121.  The supper will benefi t the 
Working Boys Center in Quito Ecuador 
(see today’s bulletin item) on November 
15th
More information is available on out website: www.
stmaryslg.org/parish/pastoral-care.html

Adult Enrichment Pastoral Care and Community Ministry

UNITED STATES CONFERENCE OF CATHOLIC 
BISHOPS AND HEALTH CARE REFORM

Q. The Catholic bishops support health 
care reform. What are the bishops’ key 
criteria for health care reform?

A. The bishops have been consistent 
advocates for comprehensive, life-affi rming 
reform to the nation*s health care system. The 
bishops believe access to basic, quality health 
care is a universal human right not a privilege. 
In this light they offer four criteria to guide 
the process: 

1. A truly universal health policy that 
respects all human life and dignity, from 
conception to natural death; 

2. Access for all with a special concern 
for the poor and inclusion of legal immigrants; 

3. Pursuing the common good and 
preserving pluralism including freedom of 
conscience and variety of options; 

4. Restraining costs and applying them 
equitably across the spectrum of payers.

Q. Why are the bishops so vocal about 
health care reform?

A. One out of three Americans under the 
age of 65 went without health insurance for 
some period of time during 2007 and 2008. 
Of these, four out of fi ve were from working 
families. Sixty four percent of the uninsured 
are employed full time, year round. This state 
of affairs is unacceptable. In the Catholic 
tradition, health care is a basic human right 
not a privilege. It is a fundamental issue of 
human life and dignity.

Young Adults at St. Mary’s
SUNDAES ON SUNDAY AND HIKE
SUN., SEPT. 27, AFTER THE 11:15 MASS

All young adults, single or married, 
are welcome to participate. Bring your 
friends! This event is free.

Worship together at the 11:15 Mass, 
then gather in the Parish Lounge to make 
your own ice cream sundaes. After the 
ice cream, we will take a healthy walk 
through downtown Los Gatos and onto 
the Los Gatos Creek trail.

St. Mary’s has an active group of 
young adults who meet monthly for faith 
sharing, service and social activities. All 
young adults, single or married, ages 
18-39 are welcome to participate in this 
friendly group.

To RSVP or for more information, 
contact Chloe Leinwand at cleinwand@
apr.com.

WINE AND CHEESE WITH THE PASTOR
Sat., Oct. 3, after 5pm mass in Hoffmann Ctr

Get to know our new Pastor, Fr. Rick 
Rodoni. After the 5 PM Mass, we will 
gather in Hofmann Center for an hour of 
wine, cheese and fellowship. There will 
also be an informal question and answer 
session with Fr. Rick on any aspect of the 
Catholic faith. This event is free and is 
sponsored by the St. Mary’s Spirituality 
Council.

All are welcome. Neighbors and 
friends are invited.

RCIA UPDATE

THE RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS

The RCIA prepares adults for initiation 
into the Catholic Church. This process 
involves several months of learning about 
and experiencing the Catholic way of 
life, culminating in the Sacraments of 
Initiation-- Baptism, Confi rmation and First 
Communion. Christians from other faith 
communities are also welcome to join the 
RCIA process.

Participants can choose to attend either 
the Monday afternoon class from 12:30-2 
PM in the Adult Education offi ce or the 
Tuesday evening class from 7:30-9 PM in 
Hofmann Center.

On Sunday, September 27, at the 11:15 
Mass, we will have a Rite of Welcome to 
bless and introduce the newest members of 
the RCIA process.

For information about joining the RCIA 
or volunteering to serve as a sponsor, 
please contact: Rose Anna Higashi, 
Director of Adult Education at 354-4061 
ext 135 or rhigashi@stmaryslg.org.

Chloe’s Corner
As a community, it is always a little 

stressfull when the spiritual head of 
one’s parish changes.  Luckily for 
St. Mary’s, our new pastor, Fr. Rick 
Rodoni, is one of the nicest, most easy-
going guys you will ever meet.

 Fr. Rick is a Santa Clara 
County local.  Born at O’Connor 
Hospital, he grew up with three brothers 
and two sisters, and his mother still 
lives in the family home in Santa Clara.  
He attended St. Justin’s Grammar 
School and Buchser High School, and 
holds a B.A. from St. Joseph’s College 
Seminary and a Masters of Divinity 
from St. Patrick’s Seminary in Menlo 
Park.  

 He thinks of Santa Clara 
County as his home.  “I love to travel 
and love coming home,” he says. “I 
can’t imagine living anywhere else.”

In his free time he likes to abalone 
dive, scuba dive, travel, hike, and 
mountain climb: Mount Shasta several 
times, and also Mount Kilimanjaro in 
Africa!  He also plays guitar. “Mostly 
‘60s and ‘70s songs,” he says, “because I 
don’t hear them on the radio anymore, so 
I long for them.”

And if this is not impressive enough, 
he is also a polyglot. “I speak Spanish, 
read Portuguese, and have some facility 
in Italian,” he told me.

St. Mary’s is Father Rick’s seventh 
assignment in the 18 years he has been a 
priest, and prior to this he was pastor of 
St. Clare’s parish for nine years.  

“How does being a pastor work?” I 
asked him during our interview.

“Six years is the term.  Then it 
goes year by year after the term,” he 

continued on back page



Pastoral Staff
Parish Offi ce: 408.354.3726     Pastoral Ministries: 408.354.4061

Fr. Rick Rodoni Pastor rrodoni@stmaryslg.org x139
Fr. Justin Le Parochial Vicar/

Director of Liturgy
jle@stmaryslg.org x138

Rose Anna Higashi Director of Adult Education, 
RCIA & Young Adults

rhigashi@stmaryslg.org x135

Terri Trotter Director of Faith Formation ttrotter@stmaryslg.org x122
Carol Thornton Director of Youth Ministry cthornton@stmaryslg.org x121
Jane Ferguson Director of Pastoral Care & 

Community Ministry
jferguson@stmaryslg.org x123

Corliss Greene Music Coordinator cgreene@stmaryslg.org x129
Colleen Pacheco Pastoral Ministries

Administrative Assistant
cpacheco@stmaryslg.org x125

Carolee Gannon Parish Secretary cgannon@stmaryslg.org x110
Teri Shepherd  Tucci Business Manager tstucci@stmaryslg.org x137

School Staff
Offi ce: 408.354.3944     fx: 408.395.9151

Sister Nicki Thomas,         
snjm

Principal snicki@stmaryslg.org x119

Charlene Lemann Asst. Principal clemann@stmaryslg.org x149
Karen Larson Asst. Principal clarson@stmaryslg.org x162
Sheryl Becker Offi ce Manager sbecker@stmaryslg.org x132

ST.MARY’S COUNTRY FAIR

OCTOBER 9, 10 AND 11TH

TALENT SHOW

St. Mary’s Talent Show Committee 
is scouting for the best local amateur 
talents to compete in the 16th annual St. 
Mary’s Country Fair Talent Show. There 
is fame and fortune at this ever-popular 
family event, so apply NOW. Auditions 
will be held Saturday, September 26, 2009. 
Application deadline is September 10, 2009.   
To receive an application email fair_chairs 
@stmaryslg.org or sbonini@earthlink.net.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED AT THE FAIR

Volunteer at this year’s Country Fair by 
contacting Jennifer Taylor directly at 358-
7501. There is also a link on the webiste to 
sign-up.

KID’S BAND WANTED FOR FAIR

We are looking for kids’ bands to 
perform Friday Night, October 9th. at 
the fair.  Parents, if your children are part 
of a band and would like to join in the 
fun, give us a call and we’ll see if we have 
an open spot for you!  Ideally we are 
looking for a little rock and roll or pop 
music for this event.   We will have 30-45 
minute performances starting at 5pm and 
ending promptly at 10pm on the main 
stage.  Don’t delay - we have a couple of 
set openings left!  If interested, please call 
Addie-Marie Forchette 408-596-1602 or 
email her at aforchette@mac.com.  

ADVANCE TICKET SALES 
Tickets will be sold outside of church 

after every mass starting the weekend, 
September 19th.  This will include tickets 
for meals, food, Bingo, 50/50,  raffl es, 
Butler rides etc.   In addition, tickets can 
be purchased starting September 28th at 
school from 3 - 4:30pm.  Tell your friends! 
There will also be ADVANCE TICKET 
SALES FOR LOCAL SCHOOLS. This year 
there is a new committee selling Butler 
ride tickets only directly to local public 
and private schools. St. Mary’s parishioners 
are needed to help sell these tickets to 
their friends and family at other schools 
so they can receive the same early bird 
discount. Contact Rose Laughlin 750-4888 
or roselaughlin@comcast.net if you can be 
a St. Mary’s sales representative.

More information can be found at
www.stmaryslg.org/fair

explained.  He is looking forward to this 
new challenge, but he doesn’t take the 
responsibility lightly.  He elaborated 
with an analogy: “The shepherd leads 
the sheep to water and food. Not to harm 
the sheep – to keep them out of danger, 
to guide.  It’s a fairly common idea of a 
pastor as shepherding.”

“People say, ‘you’re the pastor, you 
have the power,’” he told me. “But if 
people don’t respect that, it’s limited.  
If you want respect in the world… 
you earn it.  It’s not something you are 
given.”

Things have changed a lot in religious 
life in the last 18 years, he told me, and 
he doesn’t expect the changes to stop.  
‘There are a great many challenges the 
Church faces now,” he says. “I don’t 
think they will ever go away, but it will 
be a very different Church 20 years from 
now.”

One of the biggest issues he sees is 
the need for open discussion between 
Catholics and the Church.  “There 
needs to be a dialogue, rather than 
an imposition,” he says.  And one 
way to accomplish this is by creating 

a connection with the people one is 
serving.  “Do you have men who are 
capable of leading a parish? Yes and no,” 
he says. “You have to have someone who 
understand the people he is serving… to 
make the connection with folks.”

Fr. Rick is looking forward to making 
those connections.  He will be offi cially 
installed pastor of St. Mary’s at the 5 p.m. 
mass on October 17th, in a ceremony 
offi ciated by the Bishop.  In the 
meantime Fr. Rick can be seen settling in 
to St. Mary’s life, and will be taking part 
in a Wine and Cheese and Questions and 
Answers gathering after the 5 p.m. mass 
on Saturday, October 3rd.

 “I am very happy to be here,” Fr. 
Rick told me. “I think this will be a good 
assignment for me.”

Chloe Leinwand is a life-long parishioner of St. 
Mary’s.  Currently she sings in the 11:15 choir and 
is head of St. Mary’s Young Adult Group.  She holds 
a BA in Creative Writing from Scripps College.  
Know anyone you would like Chloe to interview?  
Email her at chloe@apr.com.
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