
THIS WEEK...

 February 28, 2010  • The Second Sunday of Lent
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Sunday 
Feb. 28

Lenten Layette Kick-Off
Second Coll. Eastern Europe 
Breaking Open the Word 
9:00 am; 11:15 am
Playways 9:00 am
WAV - 4:30 pm
Rite For Candidates  6pm

Monday
Mar. 1

Religious Ed. Class 4pm 
Women’s Relationship
 Support Group 6:30 pm
Edge 7:00 pm
Athletic Brd. Mtg. 7pm
Spirituality Council 7:30 pm

Tuesday
Mar. 2

Blood Drive 9 am
Centering Prayer 7:00 pm
RCIA 7:30 pm
Pastoral Council Mtg. 7:30 pm

Wednesday
Mar. 3

Adult Choir Practice7:0pm
SMS PTG Mtg.  7:30pm

Thursday
Mar. 4

Scripture Study 9:30 am-
Centering Prayer 4:00 pm
Baptism Catechesis 7pm
Women’s Bible Study  
7:30 pm

Friday
Mar. 5

SMS Science Fair
Bible Study 8:00 am
SMS Brownie/Girl Scout 
Father-Daug. Dance 7pm

Saturday
Mar. 6

Second CollectionSchool Support
Collect Lenten Layette
Choir Retreat 8:30 am
Faith Sharing Group 9am
SMS Cub Scout Dinner4 :30p
Scrutiny Rite 5pm
ICF Speaker/Dinner 6pm

Sunday
Mar. 7

Second ColectionSchool Support 
Collect Lenten Layette
Breaking Open the Word 
9:00 am; 11:15 am
Playways 9:00 am
WAV - 4:30 pm

 

LOOKING AHEAD...

For more detailed information about what is 
happening now and in the future at St. Mary’s go 
to our online calendar on our website or on the 
computer in the parish offi ce.

Lenten Reconciliation Service
March 16

Journey of Decision  March 25

                              THE RITE OF ELECTION

RCIA UPDATE

The Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults prepares adults and teenagers to 
receive the Sacraments of Initiation into 
the Catholic Church. Our current RCIA 
group at St. Mary parish includes nine 
catechumens (never baptized) and twelve 
candidates (previously baptized) who are 
preparing to enter the Catholic Church at 
the Easter Vigil on Saturday, April 3.
During this Lenten Season, there are 
several special rites and blessings for the 
catechumens and candidates during the 
masses at St. Mary and at St. Joseph’s 
Cathedral.

Last Sunday, at the 11:15 mass, our 
catechumens signed the Book of the 
Elect, affi rming their intention to be 
baptized at the Easter Vigil. On Tuesday, 
they attended the Rite of Election with 
their sponsors at St. Joseph’s Cathedral 
Basilica and were introduced to 
Bishop McGrath along with the other 
catechumens throughout the Diocese 
of San Jose.  After the Rite of Election, 
when they are elected or chosen by God 
for Baptism, the catechumens are referred 
to as “The Elect”.

This Sunday, at the 6 PM mass, 
our candidates will receive a special 
blessing called the Penitential Rite to 
strengthen them during Lent with a spirit 
of repentance as they prepare to receive 
the Sacraments of Confi rmation and 
Eucharist at the Easter Vigil.

Please pray for our Elect and 
candidates during this Lenten Season. 
Take a moment to look at their 
photographs in the vestibule of the church 
and welcome them into our community 
when you see them at Sunday dismissals, 
the Lenten Soup Supper and the Lenten 
Reconciliation Service.

OUR ELECT:

Emily Monk, Lynn Grigsby, Marshall 
Johnson, Alexander Kim, Hawk Kim, 
Jennifer Kwon, Mary Miller, Finn 
MacLean, Ashley Nell

OUR CANDIDATES:

Lois Anderson, Regan Arndt, Laura 
Gomez, Mimi Hunter, J Icaza, Angela 
Kobel, Jana McNulty, Michael Oliver, 
Jacob Shucart, Christer Swartz, Elizabeth 
Smith, Cathryn Smith

For more information about Inquiry 
into Catholicism and the RCIA process, 
contact Rose Anna Higashi, Director 
of Adult Education and the RCIA, at 
rhigashi@stmaryslg.org or (408) 354-
4061, x 135.



western thinker, it is diffi cult to imagine 
death as the end of one’s existence. 
Nothingness does not sit well with us 
even while we know that we are dust. 
This kind of wisdom fi nds little voice 
among a culture that embraces wealth 
and power as a justifi cation of any means 
to an end. 

This season challenges us to reject 
cultural idolatry because such cannot 
hold our attention for eternity. Rather, 
we hunger for what is truly eternal even 
though we cannot fully know the eternal 
in this temporal existence. What Jesus 
offers is wisdom, not wealth or power. 
The call to conversion, to solidarity, and 
to identity with the poor is the path that 
leads us to touch the divine. The answers 
we seek can be found in our willingness 
to abandon ourselves to the Father of 
Jesus. It is what Jesus models for us. It 
is not passive because it requires us to 
draw on God’s love to act in love by faith 
always.

How is your prayer 
during lent any different 
from your prayer during 

other Church seasons? Some may 
take more time for prayer during lent 
by attending mass during the week 
or praying the rosary each day. These 
are good practices to adopt because 
they cause one to refl ect more of the 
experience of God by living more 
compassionately. This results in the 
potential for deeper conversion to the 
Good News and transformation in one’s 
life.

When you fast, how does it differ from 
dieting? Many Catholics may see lent as 
an opportunity to lose weight. Fasting 
is an ancient practice and calls one to 
prayer. Depriving one’s self of food for 
religious purposes also show solidarity 
with others that are deprived of food 

because it’s not available to them. This 
results in greater thanks to God for the 
blessing of food available to us from 
work of our hands.

How often do you encounter others 
in need? What is our attitude toward 
such a person at this time of repentance? 
Turning onto Santa Cruz Ave. from 
Hwy 9, our community draws homeless 
folk that stand on the island with a sign 
requesting a handout. Mostly they are 
ignored but occasionally one or two 
drivers wave or even contribute a dollar. 
When we are able to reach out to others 
by our contributions of food or clothing, 
we are fulfi lling the Gospel message; 
whenever you do this for the least of 
mine, you do it for me. This results in 
our identity with the poor and helps us 
to recognize that any of us could fi nd 
ourselves in a similar condition.

Lent is a period to prepare by refl ecting 
more carefully on the paschal mystery—
Jesus’ death and resurrection. What does 
it mean to rise from the dead? For the 

PRAYER, FASTING, AND 
ALMSGIVING

SUNDAY REFLECTIONS AND SOCIAL MINISTRY 
 LENT 2010

“I believe that I shall see the bounty of 
the Lord in the land of the living.”  

   Psalm 27

Help answer this prayer for the 
refugees who arrive here with only 
the clothes on their backs.  Refugee 
Resettlement is a core program of 
Catholic Charities and the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops.  One 
on one help is invaluable for learning 
English, computer skills, and the 
ways of social interaction to become 
self suffi cient.  Help the stranger feel 
welcome and comfortable.   www.
CatholicCharitiesSCC.org

U.S.GUIDLINES FOR ABSTAINING AND FASTING

During Lent, Catholics in the United 
States abstain from eating meat on Ash 
Wednesday and on every Friday on the 
season.  On Ash Wednesday and Good 
Friday we fast as well, limiting ourselves 
to one full meal and two smaller meals 
with nothing in-between during the 
course of the day.

SUGGESTIONS FOR FASTING 
 Lent is a good time to watch less 

television and use the time to read, pray, 
write a letter to someone or visit a sick 
person.

SUGGESTIONS FOR PRAYER

Participate in daily Mass or in other 
forms of communal prayer such as 
Stations of the Cross.

SUGGESTIONS FOR ALMSGIVING

Bring food or money saved by fasting 
to your parish’s food pantry or some 
other local food bank.

Volunteer at a local soup kitchen , 
homeless shelter or nursing home, or join 
the St. Vincent de Paul Society.

LAUNDRY ANGELS

ASSISTANCE IS VERY MUCH APPRECIATED

Three new Laundry Angels are needed to 
assist with washing purifi cators, corpo-
rals, and towels used at Mass.  If you are 
interested, please call Ellen Dauber at 
(408) 354-8176.

Maybe this could be part of your 
almsgiving?

SONGS OF HOPE CONCERT AT ST. MARY’S 
SCHOOL IN LOS GATOS

On March 26, 2010 the St. Mary’s 
School 7th grade class will be putting 
on a concert featuring Brad Wolfe and 
the Moon. This concert is raising money 
for the Sunbeam Foundation, whose 
purpose is to identify and fund cutting-
edge research aimed at fi nding a cure for 
childhood and adolescent bone cancers.  
The students selected this outreach to 
support their classmate, Jensen Barrett, 
who is currently under treatment for 
Synovial Sarcoma.

The concert, which will run from 
7:00 – 8:30 p.m., is being held at St. 
Mary’s School in Howley Hall (the gym).  
A student presentation on childhood 
bone-sarcoma cancer and a raffl e will 
also be part of the evening.   St. Mary’s 
School is located at 30 Lyndon Avenue, 
in downtown Los Gatos. Please come 
and help us fi nd a cure for cancer!  
Tickets are $5. You can order tickets via 
the St. Mary’s School web site (www.
stmaryslg.org) , by the Helping Hands 
website or at www.sunbeamfoundation.
org,or by contacting Carrie Kaufmann at 
ckaufmann@msn.com



Liturgy

Lent & Triduum Schedule
Daily Mass (during Lent)

7:30 a.m. (M-Th)
7:30 a.m. and 8:30 a.m. (Fridays)

Stations of the Cross
Every Friday during Lent at 7:00 p.m. in the church

Lenten Reconciliation Service
Tuesday, March 16, 2010 – 7:30 p.m. in the church

Journey of Decision
Thursday, March 25, 2010 – 7:00 p.m. in the church

TRIDUUM

HOLY THURSDAY
April 1, 2010

***No 7:30 a.m. Mass***
Mass of the Lord’s Supper

7:30 p.m. (church)
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

till 12:00 a.m. (Hofmann)

GOOD FRIDAY
April 2, 2010

Passion Narrative
Celebration of the Lord’s Passion with Veneration and Communion Service

1:45 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Tenebrae Prayer Service

7:30 p.m.

EASTER VIGIL
Saturday, April 3, 2010

Mass at 8:00 p.m.
***No 5:00 p.m. Mass***

EASTER SUNDAY
April 4, 2010

Masses at 7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., and 11:15 a.m.
***No 6:00 p.m. Mass**

Music Notes

Monday: Dn 9:4b-10; Lk 6:36-38
Tuesday: Is 1:10, 16-20; Mt 23:1-12
Wednesday: Jer 18:18-20; Mt 20:17-28
Thursday: Jer 17:5-10; Lk 16:19-31
Friday: Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a; 17b-28a; Mt 21:33-43, 45-46
Saturday: Mi 7:14-15, 18-20; Lk 15:1-3, 11-32
Sunday: Ex 3:1-8a, 13-15; Ps 103; 1 Cor 10:1-6, 10-12; Lk 13:1-9 

Alternate readings (Year A): 
 Ex 17:3-7; Ps 95; Rom 5:1-2, 5-8; 
 Jn 4:5-42 [5-15, 19b-26, 39a, 40-42]

 Let us pray for our  
parishioners who are sick, 
especially Heidi Medina, 
Nortie Raymond and 
Marie Gentile, that Jesus 
be their source of strength 

and comfort.  
To place a name on this list (for three 

weeks), contact Pastoral Care, 354-4061 
Ext. 121. You also are invited to write 
names in St. Mary’s Book of Petitions and 
Prayers in front of Mary’s statue in church.

Mon. Mar. 1 7:30 am Linnet Loiseau †

Tues. Mar. 2 7:30 am Donald B. McGilvra †

Wed. Mar. 3 7:30 am Arthur Hull Hayes,Jr †

Thur Mar. 4 7:30 am

Fri. Mar. 5 7:30 am Special Intention

Sat. Mar. 6 7:30 am
5:00 pm

Special Intention
Misa Higashi †

Sun. Mar. 7 7:30 am Robert O’Bryon †

9:00 am
11:15am

Patricia Sanchez †
David Staveley †

 6:00 pm St. Mary Parishioners

DnDn 99 4:4bb-1010; LkLk 66 3:366-3838

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

CALLING ALL SINGERS

 FOR THE 6:00 MASS!

This week is a call for singers at the 
6:00 mass.  We used to limit the fi eld to 
Jr. High and High School students, but no 
more!  We’ve had several inquiries from 
adults about singing with the 6:00 group, 
and after Michelle and I talked about 
it, we thought, why not?  So, if you’re 
interested, contact Michelle Hennessy at 
theloudsoprano@yahoo.com, or drop in 
at a rehearsal at 5:00 on Sundays, and try 
it out!  We look forward to meeting you!



FUN FOOD FACTS FOR LENT….

When we think of Lent, we usually 
do not think of food, but the season has 
spawned some food traditions that we 
still enjoy today.

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper:  
Held on the Tuesday before Ash 
Wednesday, the tradition started in the 
early church when people gave up all 
meats, cheeses and dairy products during 
Lent.

The night before Lent began, all of 
these rich foods were used to create a 
huge pancake feast to clean out pantries.

Pretzels: The origin traces back to the 
Roman Empire when the Christians ate it 
as the bread of Lent. Since they abstained 
from many foods, this simple bread was 
made of water, fl our and salt. The pretzel 
was shaped to represent folded arms 
across the chest in prayer.

Seder Meal:  The Seder is the ritual 
Jewish Passover meal and many Christian 
churches now hold them to represent 
the Last Supper. The meal, consisting 
of lamb, unleavened bread, bitter herbs, 
green herbs, haroseth (chopped apples, 
nuts, cinnamon and wine) can also be 
made at home.

Family Faith FormationWAV/High School YM

Report on Collections

Last Week

Goal $19,186.27

Actual $20,511.27

Year to Date

Goal $652,333.18

Actual $686,070.92

WAV meets again this Sunday, February 28 at 4:30 PM in Hofman Center.  We will 
be talking about what keeps us from reaching our greatest potential and using the gifts 
we have been given to share.  Fr. Rick will be joining us to talk about how the Teens of 
St Mary’s Parish would like to be involved in our greater community.

In particular, the 6 pm Sunday mass is a time for our teens to gather to celebrate 
our faith, but, we are not only called to attend our masses, but also to serve at them.  
If you are interested in participating in our mass as a lector, singer, musician, or 
greeter, we have opportunities for teens to become involved and serve our community 
during mass throughout the year.  Your involvement can enrich your faith, encourage 
youth leadership and makes our time of worship more refl ective of the youth in our 
community.   Let us know what your interests are - you are an important part of the 
mass! We are also looking for teens to participate in the passion play at mass on March 
28th.  Practices will be incorporated into our WAV sessions, so there are no extra 
meetings. We really need teen volunteers for this annual part of our parish’s Lenten 
activities.

St. Mary’s parish is a community 
of believers in Jesus Christ 

that gathers together to celebrate 
the mysteries of God’s love.

We support and strengthen one 
another in our commitment to the 

Catholic faith.

We serve those in need and share 
with all the 

Good News of God’s unconditional 
love.

ADA to date - 2010 
207 pledges

$111,020 pledged / $83,705 rec’d



BIRTHDAY CARDS FOR THE SICK

A Strong Response – Thanks!
In the February 14 bulletin we asked 

for volunteers to help with a “Ministry 
of Joy and Remembrance” – a greeting 
card outreach to those in our parish who 
live in residence facilities. Thank you 
so much for the strong and generous 
response from so many parishioners.

ANNUAL LENTEN GATHERING

Tuesday, March 9, 6:30 – 8:30 pm
Please mark your calendars for 

Tuesday, March 9 and join us for the 
annual Lenten Soup Supper. The evening 
will begin in church at 6:30 pm with 
Stations of the Cross, led by junior 
high students from St. Mary’s School. 
Immediately afterwards at 7:00 pm in 
Howley Hall (gym) we’ll share a simple 
supper prepared by parishioners under 
Phil Micciche’s guidance. Students, from 
our parish school as well as teens from 
the WAV and EDGE youth ministry 
programs, will do the set up, service, and 
clean up for this event

Adult Enrichment

Pastoral Care and Social Justice Ministry
2010 LENTEN LAYETTE COLLECTION

Begins This Weekend
St. Mary’s Lenten Layette Collection 

provides new basic items for babies who 
would otherwise leave the hospital with 
no clothing or supplies. To participate, 
please select 
a card or 
two from 
one of 
the Baby 
Baskets as 
you leave 
church, 
fulfi ll the 
request, and 
return the item(s) to church by March 
21. If you would like to help assemble 
the layettes we welcome adult volunteers 
on Sunday, March 28 from 1:00 – 4:00 
pm in Hofmann Center. Please contact 
Carol Thornton to volunteer or for more 
information. 

ADULT CONFIRMATION

Once a year, Bishop Patrick McGrath 
confers the Sacrament of Confi rmation 
on adults. This Sacrament is for Catholic 
adults who have already received 
the Sacraments of Baptism and First 
Communion but have never been 
Confi rmed. Classes for adults to prepare 
for the Sacrament of Confi rmation will 
be held at St. Mary’s this spring. If you 
wish to sign up for the Confi rmation 
Preparation classes, please contact Rose 
Anna Higashi at rhigashi@stmaryslg.org or 
(408) 354-4061, ext. 135.

A BIBLE STUDY DESIGNED FOR WOMEN-- 
A Refl ective Reading of the Book of Ruth

This new Bible study group is open 
to all women, including non-Catholics. 
Josie Cirone, a member of the St. Mary’s 
Spirituality Council, will facilitate.

Please join us on Thursday evenings, 
March 4 & 11;7:30-9 PM in the Adult 
Education offi ce in the Parish Offi ce 
Building.

RETREATS DURING LENT

Vallombrosa Center
 “Our Prodigal God: More Love Than 

We Can Handle”– A retreat Day for Gay 
+ Lesbian Catholics, Saturday, March 13, 
10 am – 3 pm, $60 includes lunch.

“Forgiveness: The Healing Act” – 
A retreat focused on the forgiveness 
teachings of Christ, Saturday, March 27 
10 am – 3 pm, $60 includes lunch.

Scholarship assistance is available 
through the Center. For information or 
to register visit vallombrosa.org or call 
650-325-5614.

BLOOD DRIVE AT ST. MARY’S
Tuesday, March 2, 10:00am – 4:00pm

It is the mission of the American Red 
Cross to be there and help those in need.  
To support the efforts of the Red Cross, 
St. Mary’s is sponsoring a blood drive 
on Tuesday, March 2, from 10:00am 
– 4:00pm in Hofmann Center.  Your 
blood donation will help the Red Cross 
continue to provide vital services. Your 
gift of blood now, will provide hope and 
relief tomorrow.

For more information, contact 
josiecirone@aol.com or call Josie at (650) 
400-2365.

JOIN A NEW FAITH SHARING GROUP

We have several Small Christian 
Communities at St. Mary’s. These groups 
meet together regularly to pray, share our 
faith and refl ect on the scripture passages 
that we hear at our Sunday masses. This 
informal, small group setting allows 
participants to talk about our faith and the 
issues we are facing in our daily lives as 
we strive to live the Gospel message as 
Catholic Christians.

A new faith sharing group is being 
formed now. It is open to all. If you 
would like to participate, contact Timothy 
O’Rorke at 655-7404 or tj@timororke.com.

EXPERIENCE CENTERING PRAYER

Saturday, March 13, 9-11:30 AM
Hofmann Center
Facilitated by Carole Cook Sgarlata
Sponsored by the St. Mary Spirituality 
Council
This morning is designed for anyone 
seeking a deeper life of prayer and a 
closer relationship with God. Learn the 
four simple steps of Centering Prayer, an 
ancient prayer practice from the earliest 
Christian tradition. Experience three short 
guided periods of Centering Prayer. You 
will have an opportunity to ask questions.

This event is free, and all are welcome. 
RSVP to Colleen Pacheco at  
cpacheco@stmaryslg.org.



PASTORAL ADMINISTRATION

Parish Offi ce: 408.354.3726    Pastoral Ministries: 408.354.4061   Fax: 408.354.9302

Fr. Rick Rodoni Pastor rrodoni@stmaryslg.org x139
Fr. Justin Le Parochial Vicar/ jle@stmaryslg.org x138
 Director of Liturgy  
Rose Anna Higashi Director of Adult Education,  rhigashi@stmaryslg.org x135
 RCIA & Young Adults 
Terri Trotter Director of Faith Formation ttrotter@stmaryslg.org x123
Carol Thornton Director of Pastoral Care cthornton@stmaryslg.org x121
 & Social Justice Ministry
Danielle Sigrist Youth Ministry Coordinator dsigrist@stmaryslg.org x129
Corliss Greene Music Coordinator cgreene@stmaryslg.org x122
Colleen Pacheco Pastoral Ministries cpacheco@stmaryslg.org x125
 Administrative Assisitant
Carolee Gannon Parish Secretary cgannon@stmaryslg.org x110
Teri Shepherd Tucci Business Manager tstucci@stmaryslg.org x137 
   

SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION

School Offi ce: 408.354.3944      Fax: 408.395.9151

Sr. Nicki Thomas, snjm Principal snicki@stmaryslg.org x119
Charlene Lemann Assistant Principal clemann@stmaryslg.org x149
Karen Larson Assistant Principal klarson@stmaryslg.org x162
Sheryl Becker Offi ce Manager sbecker@stmaryslg.org x132
Anna Paulsen Secretary apaulsen@stmaryslg.org x118

MASS TIMES 

Daily: Mon - Sat 7:30 am       Saturday (Vigil): 5 pm        Sunday: 7:30, 9 & 11:15 am  and 6 pm

  Reconciliation: 3:30 pm on Saturdays

FROM THE DESK OF SISTER NICKI
Once again, thank you for all of you 

who regularly support our school in 
so many ways.  Registration for new 
students has begun. Forms are available 
in the school offi ce. When registering, 
please bring a copy of your child’s 
baptismal and birth certifi cates, and 
immunization records.  There is a $40.00 
per family processing and testing fee 
payable at this time.  Testing for new 
kindergartners will take place Saturday, 
March 6th from 9:00 – 12:00.  Grades 
1 through 7 will test on Wednesday, 
March 10th, from 3:00 -4:30.  St. Mary’s 
School includes grades Kindergarten 
through Eight.  St. Mary’s School does 
not unlawfully discriminate on the basis 
of race, color, national and/or ethnic 
origin, age, sex or disability in the 
admission of students, the administration 
of educational policies, scholarships, 
loan programs, athletic and other school-
administered programs.

St. Mary’s School

Your contributions to St. Mary's Parish 
and School can now be completed and 
viewed through Online Giving! You 
can just click on the Online Giving icon 
on our website to set up the ability to 
give from your bank account or credit 
card to St. Mary's Church and School 
automatically.  Contributions can be set 
up to be recurring or one-time. Online 
Giving can be used effectively on its 
own or in cooperation with regular 
offering envelopes. For a list of FAQ's  
or an instructional video please go to 
our website - http://www.stmaryslg.org/
parish.   If you have any questions, please 
contact the parish offi ce or email:
 support@stmaryslg.org

 ST. MARY BRANCH ICF
St. Mary’s Branch of the Italian 

Catholic Federation is hosting a special 
catered dinner on Saturday March 
6.  Our guest speaker will be Laurice 
Levine, an expert on Cooley’s Anemia, 
a blood condition that affects some 
families of Mediterranean descent.  She 
works out of the Oakland Children’s 
Hospital, one of the main recipients of 
ICF Donations.  Her talk will begin at 
6 PM in Hoffman Center.  Dinner, at 
$10.00 per person,  follows at 7 PM.  
Please call Lucy Amico (358 3374) 
or Marie Yurosko (354 4407) to make 
your reservations.    Please join us 
for an interesting conversation and a 
delicious meal to follow.

St. Mary’s School Liturgy ~ Thursday, Feb 25 
at Cathedral Basilica of Saint joseph

The students and staff of St. Mary’s 
School invite all parishioners to worship 
with them at their student body liturgy 
planned by the 4th grade class.  Music 
practice begins at 9:00 with Mass 
beginning at 9:30am.  Let the St. Mary’s 
children begin your day with praise 
and joy. The theme of our celebration 
honors our patron saint of the Diocese, 
St. Joseph. Please join us on Thursday, 
Feb. 25 at the Cathedral Basilica of Saint 
Joseph on Market St. in downtown San 
Jose.   
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