
THIS WEEK...

 February 7, 2010  • The Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
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Sunday 
Feb. 7

Second Collection - School  
Breaking Open the Word
9:00 am and 11:15 am
RCiA Dismissal 11:1500 am
Playways 9:00 am
WAV 4:30 pm

Monday
Feb. 8

Religious Education 4pm  
Adoration 6-7pm
Women’s Relationship
 Support Group 6:30pm
Edge 7pm
ICF District Mtg.  6:00 pm

Tuesday
Feb. 9

Centering Prayer 7:00 pm
RCIA 7:30 pm

Wednesday
Feb. 10

Adult Choir Practice7:pm

Thursday
Feb. 11

Interfaith Clergy Mtg. 9a
Centering Prayer 4:00 pm
SMS Board Mtg. 7:00 pm

Friday
Feb. 12

Bible Study 8:00 am
Intentional Community 
10:00 am

Saturday
Feb. 13

Reconciliation 3:30 pm
Baptism  2:00 pm

Sunday
Feb. 14

Sixth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time
St. Vincent de Paul Mtg. 
10:15 am
Baptism Welcome Rite 11:15
RCIA Dismissal 6:00 pm

 

LOOKING AHEAD...

For more detailed information about what is 
happening now and in the future at St. Mary’s go 
to our online calendar on our website or on the 
computer in the parish offi ce.

ASH WEDNESDAY
7:30 AM MASS

Service at noon with Ashes
7:30 pm Mass

Offi ces will be CLOSED on 
Monday, February 15

in observance of the 
President’s Day Holiday

THE SACRAMENT OF THE ANOINTING OF THE SICK

When Jesus walked the earth one 
the primary ways that he proclaimed 
the arrival of the Kingdom of God was 
through acts of healing. Roughly half of 
the Gospel of Mark, for example, is made 
up of healing stories. In healing the sick, 
Jesus proclaimed both the power and the 
love of God present in our midst. Jesus 
also commissioned his disciples to go out 
and heal the sick, and after 
his death and resurrection 
they continued his 
ministry of healing.

From the very 
beginning the Church 
has been involved in the 
ministry to the sick and 
dying in the sacrament 
of the Anointing of 
the Sick. Use of the 
sacrament, however, has 
varied throughout history. 
For centuries it was 
considered a sacrament 
for the dying, and people (mistakenly) 
refer to it as Last Rites even today. Some 
confusion is understandable because 
the Second Vatican Council (1962-
65) and the subsequent reform of the 
sacraments shifted our understanding of 
the sacrament of anointing. The council 
noted in its Constitution on the Sacred 
Liturgy that this sacrament may “more 
properly be called the ‘Anointing of the 
Sick’” and stressed that it is not reserved 
only for those who are at the point of 
death. This marked the beginning of a 
recovery of the original understanding of 
this sacrament, a process that has been 
furthered by the new rite for anointing 
issued in 1972. This sacrament is no 
longer called Extreme Unction or the 
Last Rites but the Anointing of the Sick.

Today, the introduction to the rite for 
the sacrament of the Anointing of the 
Sick highlights the role of the whole 
Christian community in caring for the 

sick. All baptized Catholics are urged 
to minister to the sick, offering them 
their love and care and celebrating 
the sacraments with them. The rite 
lists three elements as central to the 
sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick: 
the prayer of faith, the laying on of 
hands, and the anointing with oil. It is the 
“prayer of faith (that) will save the sick 

person” (James 5:15). In this 
sacrament “it is the people 
of God who pray in faith,” 
the rite notes. The laying on 
of hands is a gesture Jesus 
often used to heal the sick. 
It is a gesture of blessing, 
a sign of the coming of the 
Holy Spirit upon the sick 
person. The anointing with 
oil is meant to promote 
healing and to sooth and 
comfort the sick person. 
Oil is a symbol of healing 

and the presence of the Holy 
Spirit. Prayers, touch, and anointing can 
reduce the alienation that comes with a 
serious illness. 

The sacrament or the Anointing of the 
Sick is about healing, but it is a prayer 
for the healing of the whole person. 
It may result in physical healing. It 
may offer healing of the spirit. But the 
ultimate healing that is desired is the 
healing of alienation from self, others, 
and God. Thus this sacrament, like 
all sacraments, leads toward a deeper 
conversion.  Conforming one’s life to 
Christ is what the Catholic life of faith is 
all about. The sacrament of the Anointing 
of the Sick fosters that conformation 
to Christ in the experience of serious 
illness.

If you would like more information on 
this sacrament, or to learn more about 
our parish ministries to the sick, please 
contact Carol Thornton.



Lent. We conclude Lent on Palm Sunday, 
March 28 and enter Holy Week and 
Triduum beginning April 1 and Easter 
on April 4. The Easter Season continues 
until Pentecost on May 23 when we enter 
ordinary time.

The seeds of God’s word can take root 
in our lives when we take time to listen 
and pray with the scriptures. This period 
of repentance and renewal leads us to the 
eternal spring of Christ’s resurrection. 
May it also bring us to fullness of life we 
received  

The wet weather 2 
weeks ago was a welcome 

avalanche of water for our reservoirs 
and aquifers. While the rains caused 
damage and proved fatal in some cases, 
the predictions of chaos did not ensue 
as reported. The persistent drought of 3 
years has not yet abated, though we may 
well receive enough rain to supply us 
with what we need for the dry summer 
months ahead.

 We may not be so aware of our 
relationship to the natural world nor how 
the liturgical year parallels the times and 
seasons. We live in a cultural milieu that 
is inclined to cloud our connection to 
the natural world. Given this inclination, 
we attempt to divorce ourselves from 
the change that naturally occurs. This 
isolation may give us comfort until we 
face the ravages of inclement weather 
that is ultimately more powerful than our 
ability to evade.

We call these events acts of God, but 

they are really acts of nature. There is 
good reason to protect ourselves from 
these events purely from a survival 
standpoint. The earthquake in Haiti is 
another reminder that we live on shaky 
ground and there are physical forces 
beyond our control. Even so we are not 
completely at odds with nature when we 
consider the natural rhythm and cycle of 
life. All that lives will one day die just as 
the winter’s cold symbolizes the same in 
the natural world.

Our liturgical practice refl ects the 
seasons of our northwest hemisphere. We 
cannot control the weather, instead we 
do what is possible; namely, we celebrate 
what God has wrought in the natural 
world. The land does not produce in the 
winter months as well as the summer. The 
earth lies fallow in order to regenerate; so 
that life may spring forth in due season. 

So it is as we anticipate the Lenten 
Season. It is a time to review and renew 
our Christian promise to love God and 
neighbor, as we love self. We make ready 
the soil of our soul to plant seeds of 
God’s word so that it may take root in our 
lives. This year, Ash Wednesday falls on 
February 17and marks the beginning of 

NATURAL CHANGES IN 
THE LITURGICAL YEAR

GOD’S CALL
 In today’s scriptures we hear 

three instances of people receiving 
and responding to a call from God. 
These accounts follow the pattern of 
most scriptural call narratives: a divine 
presence appears and speaks; the person 
expresses fear or unworthiness, receives 
encouragement, and fi nally responds to 
God’s call. Today’s fi rst reading shows an 
unworthy Isaiah responding to the Lord’s 
call, “Here I am; send me!” (Isaiah 
6:8). In the second reading Paul tells us 
that, even though he had persecuted the 
church, he was called to be an apostle. 
In the Gospel, despite Simon Peter’s 
protest that he is a sinner, Jesus calls 
James, John, and Simon to follow him. 
They leave everything they have and 
follow Jesus--that is, they become Jesus’ 
disciples. These scriptures can challenge 
us to take stock of our lives. How do we 
experience Jesus’ call to discipleship in 
our lives? How well and faithfully are we 
responding? 



Liturgy

FEBRUARY 11 – OUR LADY OF 
LOURDES 

In 1858 the immaculate Virgin Mary 
appeared to Bernadette Soubirous, 
near Lourdes in France, in the cavern 
called “de Massabielle.” Through this 

poor, furteen-year-old girl, Mary calls 
on sinners to change their lives. She 
has inspired in the Church a great love 
of prayer and good works, especially 
in the service of the poor and the sick. 
Bernadette Soubirous was canonized as a 
saint (memorial on April 16), and many 
Catholics believe her apparitions to have 
been of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

The apparitions of Our Lady of 
Lourdes began on 11 February 1858, 
when Bernadette Soubirous, a 14-year-
old peasant girl from Lourdes admitted, 
when questioned by her mother, that 
she had seen a “lady” in the cave of 
Massabielle, about a mile from the town, 
while she was gathering fi rewood with 
her sister and a friend. On that day, when 
she took off her shoes and stockings to 

wade through the water near the Grotto 
of Massabielle, she heard the sound of 
two gusts of wind (coups de vent) but the 
trees and bushes nearby did not move. 
She saw a light in the grotto and a girl, 
as small as she was, dressed all in white, 
apart from the blue belt fastened around 
her waist and the golden yellow roses, 
one on each foot, the color of her rosary.

Similar appearances of the “lady” took 
place on seventeen further occasions 
that year. Particularly, on 18 February, 
Bernadette was told by the Lady to return 
to the Grotto over a period of two weeks. 
The Lady allegedly said: “I promise to 
make you happy not in this world but in 
the next.” On March 25, the Lady told 
her: “I am the Immaculate Conception” 
(“que soy era immaculada concepciou”).

The Church, faced with nation-
wide questions, decided to institute 
an investigative commission on 17 
November 1858. On 18 January 1860, 
the local bishop fi nally declared that: 
The Virgin Mary did appear indeed to 
Bernadette Soubirous. Pope Pius IX 
authorized the local bishop to permit the 
veneration of the Virgin Mary in Lourdes 
in 1862.

FEBRUARY 14 – WORLD DAY OF THE 
SICK

Pope John Paul II designated 11 
February (Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes) 
as World Day of the Sick, “a special time 
of prayer and sharing, of offering one’s 
suffering for the good of the Church, 
and of reminding us to see in our sick 
brother and sister the face of Christ who, 
by suffering, dying, and rising, achieved 
the salvation of humankind” (Letter 
Instituting the World Day of the Sick, 13 
May 1992, 3).

Music Notes

Monday: 1 Kgs 8:1-7, 9-13; Mk 6:53-56
Tuesday: 1 Kgs 8:22-23, 27-30; Mk 7:1-13
Wednesday: 1 Kgs 10:1-10; Mk 7:14-23
Thursday: 1 Kgs 11:4-13; Mk 7:24-30
Friday: 1 Kgs 11:29-32; 12:19; Mk 7:31-37
Saturday: 1 Kgs 12:26-32; 13:33-34; Mk 8:1-10
Sunday: Jer 17:5-8; Ps 1; 1 Cor 15:12, 16-20; 
 Lk 6:17, 20-26

 Let us pray for our  
parishioners who are sick, 
especially Ken Virnig, 
that Jesus be his source of 
strength and comfort.  

To place a name on this list (for three 
weeks), contact Pastoral Care, 354-4061 
Ext. 121. You also are invited to write 
names in St. Mary’s Book of Petitions and 
Prayers in front of Mary’s statue in church.

Mon. Feb. 8 7:30 am Dr. Hayes,Kate Lonergan †

Tues. Feb. 9 7:30 am Helen McGilvra †

Wed. Feb.10 7:30 am Ruth Hanna†

ThurFeb. 11 7:30 am Dr. Richard Nelson†

Fri. Feb. 12 7:30 am Angela Fiorentino †

Sat. Feb. 13 7:30 am
5:00 pm Ganty & O’Loughlin †

Sun. Feb. 14 7:30 am Chester Antonowicz †

9:00 am
11:15am

Abby Sobrato, Sp.Int.
Pat Melehan, Sp.Int.

 6:00 pm St. Mary Parishioners

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

“WHEN WORDS FAIL, MUSIC SPEAKS” (HANS 
CHRISTIAN ANDERSON)

  I really respond to the quote above, 
and many times in my life I have turned 
to music when I could not think of the 
right words to say or to help soothe my 
ruffl ed feathers and feelings.  Music is 
a language we all understand, whether 
we “speak” it or not!  The melody paints 
pictures, songs feel like they were written 
“just for us”.  When my husband and I 
were dating, we thought every love song 
was “ours”.  

When we sing and listen to music in 
church, we open up part of ourselves 
that sometimes lies dormant.  At the next 
mass, let yourself go with the melody 
and the words, and praise God for all 
your blessings!  It will improve your 
prayer life and open you up to new 
possibilities!

Keep singing! (or Start!!!) 



 WHAT IS FAITH FORMATION?
It is an on-going process of discovery, 

learning, sharing, and deepening our faith 
and our understanding of our faith so that 
we can become life long believers.

It involves the following process:

•  Human experience:
Individual’s journey of faith
present experiences/past experiences
future expectations

•  Message:
How Hebrew and Christian scriptures  

   and Catholic traditions
shed light on one’s own lived
experience goal is to inform          

    and transform

•  Refl ection-Discovery-Integration:
Helps person to internalize the message
discover insights and challenges
invites ongoing conversion

•  Response:
Honest response to the message
Leads the person to service and
worship both a personal and a   

    communal response is required

Family Faith FormationWAV/High School YM

Report on Collections

Last Week

Goal $19,186.27

Actual $16,096.71

Variance  ($3,087.56)

Year to Date

Goal $594,774.37

Actual $627,593.22

Variance   $32,818.85

We now Twitter!  Look us up at 
WAVSaintMarysLG  or check out our 
Facebook Page “WAV of Saint Marys 
Parish, Los Gatos”.

Last week’s session was great! The week 
prior, Emily and Ximena (pictured at right) 
led the group with music and a fatherly love 
refl ection.

COMING UP:
February 7th - “I am tired of trying!”  

We have an activity planned to help our greater community, especially those 
struggling in these challenging times and will look at what causes our own 
discouragement.

February 21st - “Can you believe they did that?”  
How our society handles temptation.

February 28th - “Get your best Avatar on!!!!!!!!”  
To warrior or not to warrior, with or without armor..........

March 7th – “The Great Cookie Dough Experiment” – 
Taste testing is part of the session!

March 14th – Movie Night!!!!!

We always need help from “WAV Angels” with snack and supplies.  If you can help 
out, please email Danielle at  dsigrist@stmaryslg.org

St. Mary’s Parish Community 
Will Celebrate 

The Sacrament of 
the Anointing of the Sick

February 13 – 14 
At All The Weekend Masses

Baptized Catholics of all ages who seek 
the recovery of physical, mental, and 

spiritual health are invited to participate 
in the Sacrament of

 the Anointing of the Sick 
The Sacrament offers the sick person 

strength, peace, and courage to endure 
with grace the sufferings of illness, 

and the restoration of health according 
to God’s will.  

For more information, contact 
(408) 354-4061 ext 121.

ADA to date - 2010 
101 pledges

$56,515 pledged / $42,615 rec’d

ADA Last Year: 2009
167 pledges

$86,600 pledged 

Your contributions to St. Mary's Parish 
and School can now be completed and 
viewed through Online Giving! You 
can just click on the Online Giving icon 
on our website to set up the ability to 
give from your bank account or credit 
card to St. Mary's Church and School 
automatically.  Contributions can be set 
up to be recurring or one-time. Online 
Giving can be used effectively on its 
own or in cooperation with regular 
offering envelopes. For a list of FAQ's  
or an instructional video please go to 
our website - http://www.stmaryslg.org/
parish.   If you have any questions, please 
contact the parish offi ce or email:
 support@stmaryslg.org



to my community. I’ve been working 
on SAM ever since. At fi rst I did the 
newsletter portion and another volunteer 
did the accounting. Over the past year I 
assumed responsibility for both tasks. I 
love volunteering and SAM has become a 
regular part of my monthly routine.”

Kerry and her husband Joel Lindholm 
joined the parish in 1999. They have 
two young daughters, Courtney and 
Mackenzie.

LENTEN LAYETTE TEAM MEMBERS NEEDED

Can you help support this parish project? 
We are looking for a dedicated team 

to work on the Lenten Layette project. 
Since it’s inception in 2003, St. Mary’s 
parishioners have donated over 1,000 
layettes to newborn infants in Santa Clara 
County. The project runs from February 
28 – March 28. We have a clear outline 
of the tasks involved and now seek 
interested, caring individuals to bless the 
work with their hands and hearts. Please 
contact Carol Thornton to lend your 
support, 354-4061.

Adult Enrichment

Pastoral Care and Social Justice Ministry

VOLUNTEER FOCUS: 
Kerry Lindholm – Share A Meal 

On a monthly basis, 
St. Mary’s Share A 
Meal (SAM) program 
accepts donations 
from parishioners and 
disburses the money to 
twelve local agencies 
that feed the poor.

The person who 
facilitates this outreach is volunteer 
Kerry Lindholm.  She writes a monthly 
newsletter for donors, which highlights 
one of the agencies, and does all the 
related accounting and record keeping. 

Recently we asked Kerry what drew 
her to, and keeps her involved in, this 
ministry?

“About seven years ago I saw an ad 
in the bulletin asking for volunteers to 
help with SAM. At the time, my own 
parents were having health issues and it 
caused me to refl ect on my own life. I felt 
as if I wanted to do something positive, 
I wanted to contribute, to ‘give back’ 

ADULT CONFIRMATION

Once a year, Bishop Patrick McGrath 
confers the Sacrament of Confi rmation 
on adults. This Sacrament is for Catholic 
adults who have already received 
the Sacraments of Baptism and First 
Communion but have never been 
Confi rmed. Classes for adults to prepare 
for the Sacrament of Confi rmation will 
be held at St. Mary’s this spring. If you 
wish to sign up for the Confi rmation 
Preparation classes, please contact Rose 
Anna Higashi at rhigashi@stmaryslg.org or 
(408) 354-4061, ext. 135.

A BIBLE STUDY DESIGNED FOR WOMEN-- 
A Refl ective Reading of the Book of Ruth

This new Bible study group is open 
to all women, including non-Catholics. 
Josie Cirone, a member of the St. Mary’s 
Spirituality Council, will facilitate.

Please join us for six Thursday 
evenings, beginning February 4.

JUSTICE FOR IMMIGRANTS 
The Catholic Campaign for Immigration 
Reform

The Catholic Church has a long history 
of advocating for the rights of immigrants 
and is currently taking an active role in 
advocating change in our government’s 
immigration policies. Human suffering 
occurs in our country each day as a result 
of an immigration system that lacks due 
process protection and fails to provide 
the legal status and legal avenues needed 
to protect immigrants from exploitation. 
Next weekend, you will be invited to 
participate in the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishop’s postcard campaign 
for immigration reform. We ask you to 
prayerfully consider participating in this 
campaign. For more information, please 
go to www.justiceforimmigrants.org.

7:30-9 PM in the Adult Education 
offi ce in the Parish Offi ce Building.

For more information, contact 
josiecirone@aol.com or call Josie at (650) 
400-2365.

YOUNG ADULTS MOVIE NIGHT

Friday, February 26, 7:30 PM, Parish 
Offi ce Lounge (The kitchen area at the 
back of the building.)

The Young Adults at St. Mary’s, ages 
18-40, meet regularly for faith sharing, 
service projects and fellowship. Join us 
for an evening of friendship and fun as 
we watch the classic fi lm, Casablanca, 
together, eat popcorn, and socialize. All 
are welcome, including non-Catholics 
and Catholic young adults from other 
parishes.

For more information, contact Chloe 
Leinwand at: chloe@apr.com.

JOIN A NEW FAITH SHARING GROUP

We have several Small Christian 
Communities at St. Mary’s. These groups 
meet together regularly to pray, share our 
faith and refl ect on the scripture passages 
that we hear at our Sunday masses. This 
informal, small group setting allows 
participants to talk about our faith and the 
issues we are facing in our daily lives as 
we strive to live the Gospel message as 
Catholic Christians.

A new faith sharing group is being 
formed now. It is open to all. If you 
would like to participate, contact Timothy 
O’Rorke at 655-7404 or tj@timororke.com.



PASTORAL ADMINISTRATION

Parish Offi ce: 408.354.3726    Pastoral Ministries: 408.354.4061   Fax: 408.354.9302

Fr. Rick Rodoni Pastor rrodoni@stmaryslg.org x139
Fr. Justin Le Parochial Vicar/ jle@stmaryslg.org x138
 Director of Liturgy  
Rose Anna Higashi Director of Adult Education,  rhigashi@stmaryslg.org x135
 RCIA & Young Adults 
Terri Trotter Director of Faith Formation ttrotter@stmaryslg.org x123
Carol Thornton Director of Pastoral Care cthornton@stmaryslg.org x121
 & Social Justice Ministry
Danielle Sigrist Youth Ministry Coordinator dsigrist@stmaryslg.org x129
Corliss Greene Music Coordinator cgreene@stmaryslg.org x122
Colleen Pacheco Pastoral Ministries cpacheco@stmaryslg.org x125
 Administrative Assisitant
Carolee Gannon Parish Secretary cgannon@stmaryslg.org x110
Teri Shepherd Tucci Business Manager tstucci@stmaryslg.org x137 
   

SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION

School Offi ce: 408.354.3944      Fax: 408.395.9151

Sr. Nicki Thomas, snjm Principal snicki@stmaryslg.org x119
Charlene Lemann Assistant Principal clemann@stmaryslg.org x149
Karen Larson Assistant Principal klarson@stmaryslg.org x162
Sheryl Becker Offi ce Manager sbecker@stmaryslg.org x132
Anna Paulsen Secretary apaulsen@stmaryslg.org x118

MASS TIMES 

Daily: Mon - Sat 7:30 am       Saturday (Vigil): 5 pm        Sunday: 7:30, 9 & 11:15 am  and 6 pm

  Reconciliation: 3:30 pm on Saturdays

St. Mary’s School invites you to one or more 
of the following events:

CLASSROOM VISITATION

Tuesday, Thursday & Friday (February 
2nd, 4th, & 5th): Visitation of the 
classrooms, Kindergarten 8:30 -11:30 
and grades 1 through 8 10:45 -11:30.  At 
11:30 each day, Sister Nicki will answer 
questions on the school in the conference 
room.  Please call the school offi ce, 354-
3944, to schedule a visit.

NEW STUDENT REGISTRATION

Once again, thank you for all of you 
who regularly support our school in 
so many ways.  Registration for new 
students will start during Catholic 
School’s week.  Forms will be available 
in the school offi ce starting Tuesday, 
February 2nd.   When registering, please 
bring a copy of your child’s baptismal 
and birth certifi cates, and immunization 
records.  There is a $40.00 per family 
processing and testing fee payable at this 
time.  Testing for new kindergartners will 
take place Saturday, March 6th from 9:00 
– 12:00.  Grades 1 through 7 will test 

on Wednesday, March 10th, from 2:45 
-4:15.  St. Mary’s School includes grades 
Kindergarten through Eight.  St. Mary’s 
School does not unlawfully discriminate 
on the basis of race, color, national and/or 
ethnic origin, age, sex or disability in the 
admission of students, the administration 
of educational policies, scholarships, 
loan programs, athletic and other school-
administered programs.

WANT TO SUPPORT SAINT MARY’S SCHOOL 
WITHOUT COSTING YOU TIME OR MONEY?
1) Buy Scrip

Scrip is an everyday gift certifi cate 
from local and national stores including 
Safeway, Walgreens, Lunardi’s, Whole 
Foods, Home Depot, and Powell’s Candy 
Store.  The school buys these certifi cates 
at a discount price and resells them 
at face value.  People shop with gift 
certifi cates instead of cash and help raise 
money for St. Mary’s School with no cost 
to the shopper. Scrip can be ordered at the 
school offi ce. Gift certifi cates make great 
birthday and Christmas gifts
2) Let us register your Safeway Club Card

A percentage of your purchases will 
then automatically be credited to St. 
Mary’s School.

Just go online to www.escrip.com - St. 
Mary’s ID #137010173

CATHOLIC SCHOOL WEEK

JANUARY 31 - FEBRUARY 6, 2010

St. Mary’s School

THE ITALIAN CATHOLIC 
FEDERATION 

is reaching out to developmentally 
delayed/disabled people with their  
“Special People Gifts of Love” program. 
This is a fi nancial assistance program that 
grants funds to developmentally disabled 
children and adults seeking to achieve 
greater independence in their lives. You 
do not need to be a member of the ICF 
to apply for or receive these grants. For 
further information, write the ICF at 675 
Hegenberger Road, Suite 230 , Oakland 
, CA. 94621 or call 510-633-9058. The 
application is also available  online at
www.icf.org/charitable.
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