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Sunday 
Jan. 24

Knights of Columbus 
Recruitment at Mass
Breaking Open the Word
9:00 am and 11:15 am
Playways 9:00 am
WAV 4:30 pm

Monday
Jan. 25

Religious Education 4pm  
Adoration 6-7pm
Women’s Relationship 
Support Group 6:30pm

Tuesday
Jan. 26

Centering Prayer 7:00 pm
RCIA 7:30 pm

Wednesday
Jan. 27

Adult Choir Practice
7:00 pm

Thursday
Jan. 28

Interfaith Clergy Mtg. 
9:00 am
Centering Prayer 4:00 pm
SMS State of the School 
Mtg. 7:00 pm

Friday
Jan. 29

Bible Study 8:00 am

Saturday
Jan. 30

Reconciliation 3:30 pm
Second Collection Church 
Worship Environment
RCIA Rite of Welcome 5pm
Rotary Club Crab Feed 7pm
Crisis Pregnancy Outreach

Sunday
Jan. 31

Fourth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time
Second Collection Church-
Worship Environment
Crisis Pregnancy Outreach
RCIA Dismissal 9 am
Breaking Open the Word
9:00 am and 11:15 am
Playways 9:00 am
Wav  4:30 pm

LOOKING AHEAD...

For more detailed information about what is 
happening now and in the future at St. Mary’s go 
to our online calendar on our website or on the 
computer in the parish offi ce.

Catholic School’s Week
January 31-February 6, 2010

Valentine’s Dinner Dance
Saturday, February 6, 2010

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he has anointed me 

to bring glad tidings to the poor.
-- Luke 4:18a



there are limits to these expressions. We 
prosecute seditious citizens that seek to 
undermine the principles that guide us.

In the English-speaking word, the 
Church is about to undergo a transition 
with the Roman Missal. This will affect 
our liturgical expression since the 
new missal aims to bring the English 
translation to a closer transliteration of 
the Latin text. As English is the primary 
language of our country’s citizenry, we 
will undoubtedly face the challenges 
that these changes bring. For some, the 
changes are welcome. For most, it will be 
an imposition and upset that will require 
patience and time. Whether one accepts 
the changes as a matter of obedience or 
not, any change will require dialogue 
in a universal Church whose principal 
expression of worship occurs at the local 
level.  

As much as we value 
solidarity among the 
members of the Roman 

Catholic Church, we fi nd often the 
same eroded by differences of opinion. 
The value of our Church’s unity is 
best described by its universality. All 
Catholics ascribe to a common prayer 
and liturgical expression that in turn 
confi rms our unity. Moreover, on matters 
of faith and morals, we do well to fi rst 
attend to Church Doctrine as a source for 
knowing how to conduct our lives vis-à-
vis our faith.

However, while we value the 
universality and unity of the Church to 
which we claim allegiance, we also value 
the local custom and culture. Like water 
to a fi sh, the environment of the place we 
live forms us. No doubt, a difference of 
opinion may arise now and then between 

the local custom and the universal 
mandate.

Such has been apparent from the 
earliest recorded documents amid the 
Christian Texts and Scriptures. St. 
Paul’s 1st letter to the Corinthians is a 
primary example of baptized Church 
members whose environment formed 
them in a way that did not square with the 
universal worldview that Paul endorsed. 
Indeed, while many in Corinth were 
attracted to living life according to the 
Christian Gospel, others knowingly or 
unknowingly began to live the same 
infl uenced by their surroundings. Some 
of these aberrant ways were rejected by 
Paul and codifi ed later as heresy.

 Our country was established on ideas 
that lead to liberty and justice for all. The 
universality of these core ideas appeal to 
a people that have become accustomed 
to a democratic approach to government. 
With such governance, the citizens of 
this country value our right to express 
what we believe, even those that are 
oppositional to democracy. Of course 

ST. MARY’S ANNUAL 
VALENTINE DANCE

It’s Valentine’s Day Dance time 
again.  The event takes place

this year on Saturday, February 6. 
Cocktails begin at 6:30 p.m.

A full catered dinner, dancing with 
the Groove Doctors (live band),
open bar, and a poetry contest with 

prizes are all included for
$60 per person.

Reservations can be made after mass, in the Parish Offi ce, or you may
enclose a check in the school Wednesday envelope. Reserved

seating is available for tables of 10.  You can also call Ken Dickens at 
(408) 497-2661 or email kendickens@aol.com.  More information

can be obtained online at www.stmaryslg.org.

DIALOGUE VERSUS 
OBEDIENCE

ANNUAL WEDDING ANNIVERSARY MASS

AT ST. JOSEPH’S CATHEDRAL

January 30, 2010, 2:00 p.m.
Bishop Patrick J. McGrath of the 

Diocese of San Jose would like to 
invite all couples celebrating their 
25th, 40th and 50th (or more) Wedding 
Anniversaries in 2010 to participate in 
the Annual Wedding Anniversary Mass 
at the Cathedral Basilica of Saint Joseph 
in downtown San Jose. The couples will 
be invited to renew their wedding vows 
and will receive a blessing from Bishop 
Patrick McGrath who will preside over 
the celebration. Each couple will also 
receive a certifi cate signed by the Bishop.  
A short reception will follow.



Liturgy

IN PRAISE OF ST. PAUL
Monday, January 25, 2010 - Feast of the 
Conversion of Saint Paul, Apostle

This excerpt from a homily preached 
by St. John Chrysostom around 400 AD 
in praise of St. Paul (Hom. 2 de laudibus 
sancti Pauli: PG 50, 477-480) is used in 
the Roman Offi ce of Readings for the 
Feast of the Conversion of Saint Paul on 
January 25.  It eloquently expresses the 
passionate love of Christ that drove St. 
Paul to face persecution and hardship 
with joy and leave behind the honors and 
benefi ts of the world.

 Paul, more than anyone else, has 
shown us what man really is, and in what 
our nobility consists, and of what virtue 
this particular animal is capable. Each 
day he aimed ever higher; each day he 
rose up with greater ardor and faced with 
new eagerness the dangers that threatened 
him.  He summed up his attitude in the 
words: “I forget what is behind me and 
push on to what lies ahead.”  When he 
saw death imminent, he bade others share 
his joy: “Rejoice and be glad with me!” 
And when danger, injustice and abuse 
threatened, he said: “I am content with 
weakness, mistreatment and persecution.” 
These he called the weapons of 
righteousness, thus telling us that he 
derived immense profi t from them.

Thus, amid the traps set for him by his 
enemies, with exultant heart he turned 
their every attack into a victory for 
himself; constantly beaten, abused and 
cursed, he boasted of it as though he were 
celebrating a triumphal procession and 
taking trophies home, and offered thanks 
to God for it all: “Thanks be to God who 
is always victorious in us!” This is why 
he was far more eager for the shameful 
abuse that his zeal in preaching brought 

upon him than we are for the most 
pleasing honors, more eager for death 
than we are for life, for poverty than we 
are for wealth; he yearned for toil far 
more than others yearn for rest after toil. 
The one thing he feared, indeed dreaded, 
was to offend God; nothing else could 
sway him. Therefore, the only thing he 
really wanted was always to please God.

The most important thing of all to him, 
however, was that he knew himself to 
be loved by Christ. Enjoying this love, 
he considered himself happier than 
anyone else; were he without it, it would 
be no satisfaction to be the friend of 
principalities and powers. He preferred 
to be thus loved and be the least of all, or 
even to be among the damned, than to be 
without that love and be among the great 
and honored.

To be separated from that love was, 
in his eyes, the greatest and most 
extraordinary of torments; the pain of 
that loss would alone have been hell, and 
endless, unbearable torture.

So too, in being loved by Christ he 
thought of himself as possessing life, 
the world, the angels, present and future, 
the kingdom, the promise and countless 
blessings. Apart from that love nothing 
saddened or delighted him; for nothing 
earthly did he regard as bitter or sweet.

Paul set no store by the things that 
fi ll our visible world, any more than a 
man sets value on the withered grass of 
the fi eld. As for tyrannical rulers or the 
people enraged against him, he paid them 
no more heed than gnats. Death itself and 
pain and whatever torments might come 
were but child’s play to him, provided 
that thereby he might bear some burden 
for the sake of Christ

Music Notes

Monday: Acts 22:3-16 or 9:1-22; Mk 16:15-18
Tuesday: 2 Tm 1:1-8 or Ti 1:1-5; Mk 3:31-35
Wednesday: 2 Sm 7:4-17; Mk 4:1-20
Thursday: 2 Sm 7:18-19, 24-29; Mk 4:21-25
Friday: 2 Sm 11:1-4a, 5-10a, 13-17; Mk 4:26-34
Saturday: 2 Sm 12:1-7a, 10-17; Mk 4:35-41
Sunday: Jer 1:4-5, 17-19; Ps 71; 1 Cor 12:31 -- 
  13:13 [13:4-13]; Lk 4:21-30

 Let us pray for our  
parishioners who are sick, 
that Jesus be his source of 
strength and comfort.  

To place a name on this 
list (for three weeks), contact Pastoral 
Care, 354-4061 Ext. 121. You also are 
invited to write names in St. Mary’s Book 
of Petitions and Prayers in front of Mary’s 
statue in church.

Mon. Jan 25 7:30 am Ruth Hanna †

Tues. Jan 26 7:30 am Kathleen Calbert †

Wed. Jan 27 7:30 am Ana Alvernaz †

Thur. Jan 28 7:30 am Ruth Hanna †

Fri. Jan 29 7:30 am

Sat. Jan 30 7:30 am
5:00 pm Misae Higashi †

Sun. Jan 31 7:30 am Joseph Chavarria †

9:00 am
11:15am

Jim McHugh †
David Staveley †

 6:00 pm St. Mary Parishioners

d A t 22 3 16 9 1 22 Mk 16 15 188

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

HAVE YOU EVER THOUGHT OF JOINING THE 
CHOIR?

The Adult Choir that sings at the 
11:15 service each week is always 
happy to accept new members.  If 
you are considering joining us, now 
is a great time!  We are gearing up for 
our upcoming Lenten season and the 
celebration of Easter.  If you can attend 
rehearsals on Wednesday evenings, we 
might be a great fi t!  If you're interested 
in joining, please contact Corliss Greene 
at (408) 354-4061, ext. 122 for more 
info!

Corliss Greene
Music Director
cgreene@stmaryslg.org



  JESUS AND FAMILY
Our EDGE students last week 

discussed in small and large groups how 
Jesus is present in their family lives and 
how we can make Jesus central to our 
every day lives.

If we could pick our family members 
the way that we pick our friends, life 
might be much easier. We would actually 
have people in our families who are 
our buddies, to whom we could always 
talk, who would always listen, and who 
would always understand us. But life is 
not always like that. It is easy to love the 
people that we like; it is far more diffi cult 
to love people with whom we may 
struggle just to get along. As Ephesians 
tells us, we are imitators of Christ. That 
means that we are called to love and 
forgive just as Jesus did even in our own 
families. Friends are important in our 
lives now, but a lot of times friends come 
and go. If we work and develop good 
relationships with our family members 
and ask Jesus to guide us, the chances 
are good that our family members will 
always be there to love us because we 
have made them and Christ the center of 
our lives. Every day we need to pray that 
Jesus will be with us to guide us in our 
relationships with our family, and that we 
will make the Christian values of love, 
peace, joy, and forgiveness the central 
core of our lives.

Family Faith FormationWAV/High School YM

Report on Collections

Last Week

Goal $19,186.27

Actual $21,393.66

Variance   $2,207.39

Year to Date

Goal $556,401.83

Actual $594,519.51

Variance   $38,117.68

UPCOMING SCHEDULE OF EVENTS FOR WAV
We have just completed our planning meeting with the CORE Team and have exciting 

Winter sessions planned for our High School Students.  Our schedule for the rest of 
January and February is:

January 24th - Getting to Know You All Over Again!  Time for the participants to 
voice their interests, concerns and desires for our program.  Also, “Who’s out there in 
our greater community?” - We will be meeting some special individuals who will be 
speaking to our group.

January 31st - Exploring your faith while visiting one of the most beautiful places on 
Earth!  We will be discussing our annual High School retreat to Tahoe, as well as the 
other summer experiences for teens offered by the diocese, which includes immersion 
trip to Mexico and the San Jose local immersion experience.

February 7th - “I am tired of trying!”  We 
have an activity planned to help our greater 
community, especially those struggling in these 
challenging times and will look at what our 
causes own discouragement.

February 21st - “Can you believe they did 
that?”  How our society handles temptation.

February 28th - “Get your best Avatar 
on!!!!!!!!”  To warrior or not to warrior, with or 
without armor..........

Each session is packed with fun activity and 
challenging discussions that are designed to 
be relevant to the lives of our parish youth.  
Their responses and questions will direct our 
discussions.  Teens are encouraged to come with their game face on and ready to play!  
In the future, be looking for the great cookie dough experiment, movie night and the 
epic water fi ght – never a dull moment for WAV!

We now Twitter!  Look us up at WAVSaintMarysLG  or check out our Facebook Page 
“WAV of Saint Marys Parish, Los Gatos. 

 

Haiti Earthquake Relief 
Collected  -  $18,939.00

St. Mary’s parish is a community 
of believers in Jesus Christ 

that gathers together to celebrate 
the mysteries of God’s love.

We support and strengthen one another in our commitment to the Catholic faith.

We serve those in need and share with all the 
Good News of God’s unconditional love.



at the Commercial Street Inn (CSI) in 
San Jose? Right now we are looking 
for volunteers to commit to one of the 
16 dates that are assigned to St. Mary’s 
for 2010. We need people to prepare, 
deliver and serve dinner on: January 27, 
February 24, March 24 + 31, April 28, 
May 26, June 23 + 30, July 28, August 
25, September 22 + 29, October 27, 
November 24, and December 22 + 29. 
This vital program provides a balanced, 
nutritious evening meal for those who 
are trying to re-enter the workforce 
and stabilize their lives. If the above 
dates do not work with your schedule, 
additional ones are available. To sign up 
please contact St. Mary’s CSI Volunteer 
Coordinator, Karen Izzo at 309-9076 or 
karen@serenogroup.com. 
ANOINTING – A HEALING RITUAL

Anointing of the Sick – One of the Seven 
Sacraments

Please join us on Tuesday, February 2 

Adult Enrichment

Pastoral Care and Social Justice Ministry

CRISIS PREGNANCY OUTREACH – 1/30 + 31
Birthright to Benefi t

We will be collecting for Crisis 
Ministry Outreach at all masses on 
January 30/ 31. The items collected this 
month will be donated to BIRTHRIGHT, 
a non-profi t volunteer agency, that 
provides support, counseling, resources, 
and alternatives to abortion for young 
girls and women who feel distressed by 
unplanned pregnancies. Their current 
needs include preemie & newborn 
diapers, warm newborn clothes, sleepers, 
receiving blankets and baby bath needs.  
Please drop donations at Church on the 
weekend of January 30/31 or to Terri 
Trotter in the Pastoral Ministries Offi ce.
COMMERCIAL STREET INN SUPPER PROGRAM 
FOR WOMEN + CHILDREN

2010 Dates Available 
Did you know that members of our 

parish provide dinner for women and 
children who live in transitional housing 

ADULT CONFIRMATION

Once a year, Bishop Patrick McGrath 
confers the Sacrament of Confi rmation 
on adults. This Sacrament is for Catholic 
adults who have already received the 
Sacraments of Baptism and First Com-
munion but have never been Confi rmed. 
Classes for adults to prepare for the Sac-
rament of Confi rmation will be held at St. 
Mary’s this spring. If you wish to sign up 
for the Confi rmation Preparation classes, 
please contact Rose Anna Higashi at rhi-
gashi@stmaryslg.org or (408) 354-4061, 
ext. 135.

RCIA UPDATE—RITE OF WELCOME

The Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults includes people in various stages 
of preparation for being received into the 
Catholic Church. One of the fi rst steps in 
the RCIA process is the Rite of Welcome, 
a special blessing ceremony that takes 

in Hofmann Center from 7:30 – 9:00 pm 
to learn about this sacrament, which is for 
Catholics of all ages who seek recovery 
in body, mind or spirit. Many people have 
a misunderstanding about this sacrament, 
which was formerly known as Extreme 
Unction or Last Rites, and is associated 
only with an end of life blessing. Fr. 
Christopher Bennett will share how this 
sacrament can offer strength, peace, 
and courage to endure with grace the 
suffering of illness, as well as restoration 
of health.
“PARTNER’S IN MISSION IN ECUADOR” IMMER-
SION TRIP

April 20 – 30, 2010
There are still a couple of openings for 

the adult April 20-30, 2010 mission trip 
to the Working Boys Center in Quito, 
Ecuador.  For more information, please 
contact Jill Montanari at jillers@aol.com    
(408)-358-5455

place during Mass. This beautiful rite 
celebrates the beginning of the journey 
for RCIA participants, introduces them to 
the community and asks the members of 
the parish to pray for them and support 
them as they learn about the Catholic 
faith prior to receiving the Sacraments of 
Initiation—Baptism, Confi rmation and 
Eucharist.

On Saturday, January 30, at the 5 PM 
Mass, there will be a Rite of Welcome 
to celebrate the journey of conversion 
for Finn MacLean, Ashley Nell, Michael 
Oliver, Gretchen Sturm, Jacob Shucart 
and Angela Kobel.  Please pray for these 
catechumens (unbaptized) and candidates 
(previously baptized) as they prepare for 
full initiation into the Catholic Church.

HOW CAN CATHOLIC WOMEN DEEPEN THEIR 
FAITH AND UNDERSTAND SCRIPTURE IN A 
MORE PERSONAL WAY ?

Jose Cirone, a member of the 
Spirituality Counsel, will introduce a 
new six-week Women’s Study Group 
beginning February 4 from 7:30-9:00 
p.m., in theAdult Education Offi ce.  This  
“Women of the Bible” series has been 
designed to introduce participants to a 
new and exciting way to read Scripture.  
This refl ective- reading approach 
was also used by Saints Ignatius and 
Augustine.  For more information, 
contact Josie at josiecirone@aol.com or 
call (650) 400-2365.



PASTORAL ADMINISTRATION

Parish Offi ce: 408.354.3726    Pastoral Ministries: 408.354.4061   Fax: 408.354.9302

Fr. Rick Rodoni Pastor rrodoni@stmaryslg.org x139
Fr. Justin Le Parochial Vicar/ jle@stmaryslg.org x138
 Director of Liturgy  
Rose Anna Higashi Director of Adult Education,  rhigashi@stmaryslg.org x135
 RCIA & Young Adults 
Terri Trotter Director of Faith Formation ttrotter@stmaryslg.org x123
Carol Thornton Director of Pastoral Care cthornton@stmaryslg.org x121
 & Social Justice Ministry
Danielle Sigrist Youth Ministry Coordinator dsigrist@stmaryslg.org x129
Corliss Greene Music Coordinator cgreene@stmaryslg.org x122
Colleen Pacheco Pastoral Ministries cpacheco@stmaryslg.org x125
 Administrative Assisitant
Carolee Gannon Parish Secretary cgannon@stmaryslg.org x110
Teri Shepherd Tucci Business Manager tstucci@stmaryslg.org x137 
   

SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION

School Offi ce: 408.354.3944      Fax: 408.395.9151

Sr. Nicki Thomas, snjm Principal snicki@stmaryslg.org x119
Charlene Lemann Assistant Principal clemann@stmaryslg.org x149
Karen Larson Assistant Principal klarson@stmaryslg.org x162
Sheryl Becker Offi ce Manager sbecker@stmaryslg.org x132
Anna Paulsen Secretary apaulsen@stmaryslg.org x118

MASS TIMES 

Daily: Mon - Sat 7:30 am       Saturday (Vigil): 5 pm        Sunday: 7:30, 9 & 11:15 am  and 6 pm

  Reconciliation: 3:30 pm on Saturdays

HAITI EARTHQUAKE RELIEF

 ENEWSLETTER

If you would like to receive the 
monthly eNewsletter go on the 
website and sign up or you can open 
this link: http://www.stmaryslg.org/
parish/#signup.

Please update your current email 
address.  Your participation greatly 
enables us to go paperless.

St. Mary’s School invites you to one or more 
of the following events:

STATE OF THE SCHOOL ADDRESS

Thursday Evening, January 28th 7:00 
– 9:00 p.m. in Howley Hall is our State 
of the School Address.  You are invited 
to attend.

CLASSROOM VISITATION

Tuesday, Thursday & Friday (February 
2nd, 4th, & 5th): Visitation of the 
classrooms, Kindergarten 8:30 -11:30 
and grades 1 through 8 10:45 -11:30.  At 
11:30 each day, Sister Nicki will answer 
questions on the school in the conference 
room.  Please call the school offi ce, 354-
3944, to schedule a visit.

NEW STUDENT REGISTRATION

Once again, thank you for all of you 
who regularly support our school in 
so many ways.  Registration for new 
students will start during Catholic 
School’s week.  Forms will be available 
in the school offi ce starting Tuesday, 
February 2nd.   When registering, please 
bring a copy of your child’s baptismal 

and birth certifi cates, and immunization 
records.  There is a $40.00 per family 
processing and testing fee payable at this 
time.  Testing for new kindergartners will 
take place Saturday, March 6th from 9:00 
– 12:00.  Grades 1 through 7 will test 
on Wednesday, March 10th, from 2:45 
-4:15.  St. Mary’s School includes grades 
Kindergarten through Eight.  St. Mary’s 
School does not unlawfully discriminate 
on the basis of race, color, national and/or 
ethnic origin, age, sex or disability in the 
admission of students, the administration 
of educational policies, scholarships, 
loan programs, athletic and other school-
administered programs.

WANT TO SUPPORT SAINT MARY’S SCHOOL 
WITHOUT COSTING YOU TIME OR MONEY?
1) Buy Scrip

Scrip is an everyday gift certifi cate 
from local and national stores including 
Safeway, Walgreens, Lunardi’s, Whole 
Foods, Home Depot, and Powell’s Candy 
Store.  The school buys these certifi cates 
at a discount price and resells them 
at face value.  People shop with gift 

certifi cates instead of cash and help raise 
money for St. Mary’s School with no cost 
to the shopper. Scrip can be ordered at the 
school offi ce. Gift certifi cates make great 
birthday and Christmas gifts
2) Let us register your Safeway Club Card

A percentage of your purchases will 
then automatically be credited to St. 
Mary’s School.

Just go online to www.escrip.com - St. 
Mary’s ID #137010173

CATHOLIC SCHOOL WEEK

JANUARY 31 - FEBRUARY 6, 2010

St. Mary’s School

Haiti Earthquake Relief donations can 
be made through Catholic Relief Services 
(http://crs.org), the offi cial international 
humanitarian agency of the U.S. Catholic 
Church, as they respond to immediate 
emergency needs for such necessities as 
water, food, shelter and medical care, as 
well as to the long term need to rebuild 
after widespread destruction, and to the 
pastoral and reconstruction needs of the 
Church in Haiti.
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