January 3,2010 < The Epiphany of the Lord

RCIA at St. Mary

ADULTS PREPARING
TO Become New CATHoOLICS

RCIA means the Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults. This process was
developed after the Second Vatican
Council to provide a supportive and
meaningful way for adults to learn
about Catholicism before receiving the
Sacraments of Initiation—Baptism,
Confirmation and Eucharist. The RCIA
groups at St. Mary meet weekly to learn
about the Mass, scripture, Church history,
Sacraments, prayer, Catholic devotions,
and our understanding of morality,
conscience formation and social justice.

For adults who want to learn
about the Catholic faith and are still
questioning whether or not they might
want to become Catholic, we have the
Inquiry process, facilitated by volunteer
parishioners, Marcia Green and Dick
Volpe. The Inquiry is an informal group
which meets twice a month.

The RCIA process is designed to be
a slow unfolding of faith, allowing the
candidates to experience a “conversion
of mind” and a “sufficient acquaintance
with Christian teaching as well as a
spirit of faith and charity.” (The Rite of
Christian Initiation of Adults, prepared by
the Bishops” Committee on the Liturgy.)
Each person in the RCIA process has a
sponsor, a volunteer from the parish who
walks the journey and shares his or her
faith with the candidate.

An unbaptized person in the RCIA
process is called a Catechumen, and a
previously baptized person is called a
Candidate. The Catholic Church respects
all Christian baptisms from other faith
communities, and Candidates are never
rebaptized. Currently, we have sixteen
adults and teenagers in the RCIA process
at St. Mary’s. Between August and
December of last year, eight Candidates
were received into the Catholic faith
through the Sacraments of Confirmation

and Eucharist.

The sixteen Catechumens and
Candidates who are currently in the
RCIA process are preparing to be
initiated into the Church at the Easter
Vigil this year, on April 3. Please pray
for our Catechumens and Candidates
and their sponsors and make them feel
welcome as they look forward to become
full members of our community:

Catechumens

Emily Monk and her sponsor, Kristin
Hermosillo

Lynn Grigsby and her sponsor, Terrie
Silvestre

Marshall Johnson and his sponsor, Tony
Cirone

Mary Miller and her sponsor, Michelle
Ryder

Hawk Kim and his sponsor, Daniel Yang
Jennifer Kwon and her sponsor,
Bernadette Yang

Alexander Kim and his sponsor, Michael
Finelli

Ashley Nell and her sponsor, Eddy
Gomez

Candidates:

Lois Anderson and her sponsors, Ducky
Grabill and Patti Denevi

Laura Gomez and her sponsor, Judy
Kennedy

J Icaza and his sponsor, Steve Remmel
Jana McNulty and her sponsor, Laura
Johnson

Michael Oliver and his sponsor, Doug
Aumack

Christer Swartz and his sponsor, Ed Kelly
Elizabeth Smith and her sponsor, Josie
Cirone

Cathryn Smith and her sponsor, Sr. Joan
Doyle

For more information about the RCIA process at
St. Mary, contact Rose Anna Higashi at 354-4061,
ext 135 or rhigashi@stmaryslg.org.

THis WEEK...

Sunday

Jan. 3

Monday Adoration 6-7pm

Jan. 4 Women’s Relationship
Support Group 6:30pm
Edge-Jr.High 7:00 pm
Spirituality Council
7:30pm

Tuesday Red Cross Blood Drive

Jan. 5 9.00 am
Centering Prayer 7:00 pm
Parish/Pastoral Council
7:30 pm
RCIA 7:30 pm

Wednesday Adult Choir Practice

Jan. 6 7:00 pm

Thursday Scripture Study 9:30 am

Jan. 7 Centering Prayer 4:00 pm
Baptism Catechesis 7.00
pm

Friday Bible Study 800 am

Jan. 8 Intentional Community
10:00 am

Saturday ADA - Kickoff!!

Jan. 9 Confirmation Teen
Candidate & Sponsor
Retreat 3.00 pm
Reconciliation 3:30 pm
Mass-Confirmation Rite
of Presentation 5.00 pm

Sunday The Baptism of the Lord

Jan. 10 Breaking Open the Word

9&11:15am

Playways 9.00 am

St. Vincent de Paul
10:15am

RCIA Dismissal 11:15 am
Rite of Welcome 11:15 am
Baptism 11:15 am

Santee Mission Potluck
Graduation 3:30 pm

WAV 4:30 pm

LookING AHEAD...

Catholic School’s Week
January 31-February 6, 2010

For more detailed information about what is
happening now and in the future at St. Mary’s go
to our online calendar on our website or on the
computer in the parish office.

219 Bean Avenue ¢ Los Gatos, California 95030 « 408.354.3726 < fx 408.354.9302 « www.stmaryslg.org/parish




MAKING THE BEsT
Use oF Space

When I was
assigned to St. Clare
in 2000, Fr. John
Martin S.J. asked me where I would like
to live. Just like previous assignments,
it seemed the only appropriate living
space for clergy was the rectory. It never
occurred to me that I had any choice in
the matter. As with the establishment of
most parishes in the San Jose Diocese,
rectories and sometimes convents were
constructed on the parish grounds
concurrent with Church construction
projects.

Fr. Martin offered the possibility
of three living arrangements. First he
showed me the rectory. It was once the
convent and became the rectory some
time during the 1970’s. Then he showed
me the convent that was once the rectory

and previously a funeral home. Then he
showed me a single-family dwelling the
parish owned for many years. The choice
was simple—the single-family dwelling.

St. Clare Parish is composed of
the nearly 3 city blocks. St. Mary’s is
comprised of one. At first glance, there
is a greater density of buildings and less
space at St. Mary’s than at St. Clare. Of
course, the property values are a good
indication too of the disparity that exists
between these parishes.

Consequently, we do well to make
the best use of the space that comprises
our parish. As compact and beautiful as
this parish facility is, a master plan to
build, remodel, and renew our site has
been in the works for nearly 10 years.
As the New Year unfolds, it is time to
execute some of the planning many have
anticipated.

As you may know, we are planning
an artistic landscape for the site once
occupied by the downed oak tree. Also,
as part of the master plan, a new multi-
use building will be constructed adjacent

to the hall kitchen. If all goes well, we
will begin construction on this building
in June 2010. This new building will
accommodate the school’s extended
daycare. The present location of daycare
known as “Cougar’s Corner” will be
razed to provide parking and more
playground area. As with all projects, it is
my intention to inform parish leadership
and all parishioners on these matters. As
these plans progress, be sure to examine
all architectural drawings we will make
available for review.

Presently, the rectory is more than
adequate living arrangements for Fr.
Justin and I, and even while we do not
have the same options I had previously,
we are quite content. However, if ever a
single-family dwelling should avail itself
to us... well you know my answer to that
already.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: 1Jn 3:22 —4:6; Mt 4:12-
17,23-25
Tuesday: 1 Jn 4:7-10; Mk 6:34-44

Wednesday: 1 Jn4:11-18; Mk 6:45-52

Thursday: 1Jn4:19—5:4; Lk 4:14-
22a
Friday: 1 Jn 5:5-13; Lk 5:12-16
Saturday: 1 Jn 5:14-21; Jn 3:22-30
Sunday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Is 40:1-5,
9-11; Ps 29 or
Ps 104; Acts 10:34-38 or Ti
2:11-14; 3:4-7,

Lk 3:15-16, 21-22

Let us pray for our
L= parishioners who are sick,
including Esther Orsi,

strength and comfort.

To place a name on this
list (for three weeks), contact Pastoral
Care, 354-4061 Ext. 123.You also are
invited to write names in St. Mary’s Book
of Petitions and Prayers in front of Mary’s
statue in church.

that Jesus be his source of

Mass Intentions

Mon.Jan4  7:30am  Rodolfo Rodriguez, sp int
Tues.Jan5  7:30 am  Philip Barnett, sp int
Wed.lan 6  7:30 am  Bernice & Albert
Dunkel t

Thur.lan 7 7:30 am
Fri.Jan 8 7:30am  Fr.Jorge da Silva T
Sat.Jan 9 7:30 am

5:.00 pm  Samuel Sanfilippo T
Sun.Jan 10  7:30 am  Neil O'Bryon t

9:00 am  Rick Kaufmann t

11:15am  Alexander Liniecki t

6:00 pm  St. Mary Parishioners



| Liturgy |

“We saw his star at its rising and have
come to do him homage.” (Mt. 2:2)

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
BY VicTor HoaGLAND, C.P.

This Sunday we celebrate the
solemnity of the Epiphany. The word
“epiphany” means manifestation,
particularly a manifestation of the
powerful presence (i.e. the glory) of God.

The Feast of the Epiphany is the
oldest of the Christmas feasts and is
still celebrated on January 6th as the
major feast of the season by the eastern
Christian churches. The feast probably
began in those churches in the Middle
East strongly
influenced by
the Gospel
of John, who
proclaimed of
Jesus Christ:

And the
Word became
flesh

and made
his dwelling
among us,

and we saw his glory,

the glory of the Father’s only Son,

full of grace and truth. (John 1, 14)

As “the true light, which enlightens
everyone “ comes into the world, Jesus
came not only that we might see his glory
but also that we might share in it. “From
his fullness we have all received, grace
for grace.” (John 1,16) His baptism in the
Jordan and his presence at the marriage
feast of Cana in Galilee (two themes
from John’s gospel still closely connected
with the Feast of the Epiphany) portray
Jesus revealed as God’s Son and uniting
humanity to himself. right: engraving
from German bible, c. 1920

From earliest times the Feast of the
Epiphany, like Easter, was a day for
baptising those who believed in his name.
To them, “he gave power to become
children of God.” (John 1, 12) The story
of the Magi, from Matthew’s gospel,
celebrates the call of God to all peoples
to share in the grace of Jesus Christ. “The
Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the
same body, and partakers of the promise
in Jesus Christ through the gospel.”

(Ephesians 3, 5-6)

Historians see the Feast of the
Epiphany originating from early Jewish-
Christian celebrations of the Jewish Feast
of Tabernacles, which celebrated God’s
glory in covenant, light and water. In
John’s gospel this same Jewish feast often
becomes the setting for the question:
Who is Jesus Christ? (cf John 7-10) The
gospel affirms, as does this feast, he is
God’s divine Son.

In some regions the Feast of the
Epiphany is also called the Feast of the
Holy Kings or Three King’s Day. Gifts
are given in memory of the Magi’s gifts
of gold, frankinsence and myrrh. Homes
are blessed with holy
water, in remembrance
of that blessed home
where the Magi found
the Child and his
mother. The Feast of
the Baptism of Jesus
usually follows the
celebration of this
feast in the western
church.

POPE’S MESSAGE FOR 2010 WORLD
PEACE DAY WILL FOCUS ON ENVI-
RONMENT

By Cindy Wooden from Catholic News
Service

VATICAN CITY (CNS) -- Pope
Benedict XVI will focus on the
connection between protecting the
environment and working for peace in the
message he will publish for World Peace
Day in 2010, the Vatican said.

The theme the pope has chosen for
the Jan. 1 celebration is “If You Want to
Cultivate Peace, Safeguard Creation,” the
Vatican announced July 29.

The Vatican said the pope intends
to discuss the fact that in a globalized
world there is a strict connection
between protecting the environment and
promoting peace.

“The use of resources, climate
change, the application and use of
biotechnologies (and) demographic
growth” are all issues that can have
repercussions across national borders for
generations to come, the statement said.

The papal message will underline

the fact that protecting the natural
environment is a challenge all people
must face together, recognizing they have
an obligation to respect a gift God created
for all, it said.

Pope Benedict also wants to emphasize
how the “current ecological crisis” is
impacting the entire world and, therefore,
requires international action to resolve,
it said.

“If one wants to cultivate the
good of peace, in fact, one must
promote a renewed awareness of the
interdependence that links the earth’s
inhabitants to one another,” the Vatican
statement said.

Together people must preserve
and restore the natural environment,
eliminating at least some of the causes of
environmental disasters, it said.

The Vatican statement said Pope
Benedict intends his World Peace Day
message to be a further development of
the four paragraphs on the environment
included in his encyclical “Caritas in
Veritate” (“Charity in Truth”).

In his encyclical, published in
early July, Pope Benedict said,

“The environment is God’s gift to
everyone, and in our use of it we have a
responsibility toward the poor, toward
future generations and toward humanity
as a whole.”

While the encyclical focused on
development, and therefore discussed
the need to share natural resources
equitably and not exploit those found
in poor countries, it also insisted there
is a connection between environmental
protection and peace.

“The stockpiling of natural resources,
which in many cases are found in the
poor countries themselves, gives rise
to exploitation and frequent conflicts
between and within nations. These
conflicts are often fought on the soil of
those same countries, with a heavy toll of
death, destruction and further decay,” the
encyclical said.

Pope Benedict’s message for the World
Day of Peace in 2008, which focused on
the family and on the world’s population
as forming one human family, also
included a section on the obligation to
protect the environment.



Family Faith Formation

Music Notes

EDGE THEME FOR THE SECOND SEMESTER IS:
CHRIST I1s OUR LIGHT:

Our Sessions for the rest of the year are
as follows:

Jan. 4 Class/Jesus and Accepting
Self/

Jan. 11 Class/Jesus and
Family

Jan 25 Class/Jesus and My
Catholic Faith

Feb. 1 Class/Jesus and
Prayer

Feb. 8 Class/Jesus and
Hope

Feb. 22 Class/Movie Night/
The Blind Side

Mar. 1 Class/Lenten

Mar. 8

Mar. 15

Mar. 22

Mar. 29
Apr. 19
Apr. 26

Practices

Class/Jesus and Serving
Others

Class/Jesus and
Evangelizing
Class/Nelson Gonzales/
Guest Presenter
Class/Peer Pressure
Class/Put-Downs

Last Class/End of Year
Party and Potluck

All Middle
School Students
Are Welcome
to Join us on
Monday nights.

WAV/ High School Youth Ministry

IMPORTANT DATES FOR THE NEW YEAR

January 9 Confirmation Retreat
for Candidates and
Sponsors
Hofmann Center 3:00
— 5:00 pm, Church
5:00 — 6:00 pm

January 10 Core Team Meeting
Hofmann Center 4:30
—6:00 pm
All interested WAV
members are welcome
to attend!

January 24 Special Topic Hofmann
Center 4:30 — 6:00 pm

January 31 Summer 2010
Immersion Trips/
Retreats Info Session
Hofmann Center 4:30
—6:00 pm
Parents are welcome to
attend!

Music 1s, INDEED, MysTICAL!

Happy New Year, Everyone... Like
most of you, I spend the week between
Christmas and New Years with my
family and friends, and also try to carve
out some private time configuring
my new year. This time around, I’'m
working on learning to meditate.... that’s
right, this fidgety, fussy choir director
and cantor is trying to learn to “find my
inner calm”. I have started assembling
a play list from my extensive (you
wouldn’t believe!) i-tunes collection to
help me achieve a sense of peace while
meditating (without falling asleep). 1
am amazed at how many ills music can
help cure! Later this year, I will be
co-hosting a presentation on “Music
and the Mystics” with the fabulous
Cynthia Rostankowski, and want to try
some of their tried and true methods
out for myself (though I’m pretty sure
Hildegaard von Bingen didn’t own an
i-pod!)... I’ll keep you posted!




Pastoral Care and Social Justice Ministry

Vocation Group FORMING
WillYou Join Us?

There are many signs of a vital parish.
One sign is the number of people, young
and old, who respond to the call to serve
our Church as
priests, deacons,
sisters, brothers
and full time lay
ministers. Yet,
statistics tell us
more than 90%
of Catholics say
they were never
invited to consider Church ministry.

A Vocations Committee is being
formed to promote awareness within
the parish of the Church’s need for
committed service. If you are interested
in joining this group or if you would like
more information, please call John Kiely
at 221-6728 or e-mail him at john.kiely@
gmail.com.

ST. MARY’s PARISHIONERS INVITED TO HELP
Los Gatos Interfaith Service Project

On Sunday, January 17, 2010 Los
Gatos Interfaith volunteers will help
prepare and install raised bed gardens
so that low-income families may grow
their own produce as food. The teams
will work on 5 houses during the
morning shift and 5 houses during the
afternoon shift. Please meet at Sacred
Heart Community Services (SHCS) at the
beginning of each shift.

SHCS has 25 volunteer spaces for
Sunday morning, from 9 -12 pm and
another 25 spaces in the afternoon from
1 - 4 pm. All volunteers will be trained
the day of, and we will have the supplies
needed for installation. If you have tools
to lend for the project, we need the

following equipment for each of the
5 groups: 2 - 3 shovels, 1 - 2 wheel
barrows, 1 hammer, and 1 pick.

If you can help, please contact SHCS
directly to volunteer. The project
coordinator is Rebecca Cole rebeccac@
sacredheartcs.org 408-278-2179.

Rep Cross BLoob Drive
St. Mary’s Making a Difference

St. Mary’s has a long established
history of sponsoring Red Cross blood
drives that support the healthcare
community and are imperative in
fulfilling the mission of the Red
Cross blood drives; the distribution of
lifesaving blood and blood products.
Every other month with the help of
dedicated and energetic parish volunteers
Hofmann Center is transformed into
a blood donation center where local
residence come to generously donate
blood. In 2009, St. Mary’s supported
blood drives that collected 320 units of
blood reaching 96% of the Red Cross
goal. The Los Gatos Community Blood
drive hosted by St. Mary’s is one of the
most successful community drives for
the Red Cross. If you would like to join
in contributing to the cause, St. Mary’s
is sponsoring a blood drive on January
5,2010 from 10:00am — 4:00pm in
Hofmann Center.

CoNVERSION TO CATHOLICISM

Are you attracted to the Catholic way

of life and interested in finding out how
to join the Catholic Church? The RCIA
(the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)
welcomes inquirers into Catholicism and
provides information and spiritual guid-
ance for those who are preparing to be
initiated into the Catholic Church. RCIA
is a year-round process and is open to
adults who have already been baptized in
other faith communities as well as those
who have little or no religious back-
ground.

For more information, or to volunteer to
sponsor a person in the RCIA process,
contact Rose Anna Hlgashi, Director of
Adult Education, at (408) 354-4061, ext.
135 or rhigashi@stmaryslg.org.

AbuLT CONFIRMATION

Once a year, Bishop Patrick McGrath
confers the Sacrament of Confirmation
on adults. This Sacrament is for Catholic

Adult Enrichment

adults who have already received the
Sacraments of Baptism and First Com-
munion but have never been Confirmed.
Classes for adults to prepare for the Sac-
rament of Confirmation will be held at St.
Mary’s this spring. If you wish to sign up
for the Confirmation Preparation classes,
please contact Rose Anna Higashi at rhi-
gashi@stmaryslg.org or (408) 354-4061,
ext. 135.

SCRIPTURE STUDY AT ST. MARY’s

St. Mary’s has an active scripture study
class which meets every other Thursday
morning from 9:30-11AM in the Parish
Office Conference Room. Currently the
group is studying the Gospel of Luke
using the Little Rock Scripture Study
videos and study guides. All parishio-
ners and friends are welcome to join this
friendly group at any time. Upcoming
classes will take place on January 7,
January 21, February 4 and February 18.
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ST. MARY ART AND ENVIRONMENT

The St Mary’s Arts & Environment
Committe is dedicated to creating,
executing and maintaining a welcoming
and prayerful church environment
reflective of the different liturgical
seasons. For those interested in
becoming a part of or volunteering for the
Committee, we invite you to contact Fr
Justin Le. Come make a difference!

Report on Collections

Weekly Collection information is
available in the Parish Office until the
end of 2009

The 2008-2009 Financial Report is
available on the website in the Bulletin.
www.stmaryslg.org/parish

St. Mary’s School

St. Mary’s School invites you to one or more
of the following events:

STATE OF THE SCHOOL ADDRESS

Thursday Evening, January 28th 7:00
—9:00 p.m. in Howley Hall is our State
of the School Address. You are invited
to attend.

CLASSROOM VISITATION

Tuesday, Thursday & Friday (February
2nd, 4th, & 5th): Visitation of the
classrooms, Kindergarten 8:30 -11:30
and grades 1 through 8 10:45 -11:30. At
11:30 each day, Sister Nicki will answer
questions on the school in the conference
room. Please call the school office, 354-
3944, to schedule a visit.

NEw STUDENT REGISTRATION

Once again, thank you for all of you
who regularly support our school in
so many ways. Registration for new
students will start during Catholic
School’s week. Forms will be available
in the school office starting Tuesday,
February 2nd. When registering, please
bring a copy of your child’s baptismal

PASTORAL ADMINISTRATION

Parish Office: 408.354.3726 Pastoral Ministries: 408.354.4061 Fax: 408.354.9302

Fr. Rick Rodoni Pastor rrodoni@stmaryslg.org x139

Fr.Justin Le Parochial Vicar/ jle@stmaryslg.org x138
Director of Liturgy

Rose Anna Higashi Director of Adult Education, rhigashi@stmaryslg.org x135
RCIA & Young Adults

Terri Trotter Director of Faith Formation ttrotter@stmaryslg.org x122

Carol Thornton Director of Youth Ministry cthornton@stmaryslg.org x121

Carol Thornton Director of Pastoral Care cthornton@stmaryslg.org x121
& Social Justice Ministry

Corliss Greene Music Coordinator cgreene@stmaryslg.org x129

Colleen Pacheco Pastoral Ministries cpacheco@stmaryslg.org x125
Administrative Assisitant

Carolee Gannon Parish Secretary cgannon@stmaryslg.org x110

Teri Shepherd Tucci Business Manager tstucci@stmaryslg.org x137

SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION

School Office: 408.354.3944  Fax:408.395.9151

Sr. Nicki Thomas, snjm  Principal snicki@stmaryslg.org x119

Charlene Lemann Assistant Principal clemann@stmaryslg.org x149

Karen Larson Assistant Principal klarson@stmaryslg.org x162

Sheryl Becker Office Manager sbecker@stmaryslg.org x132

Anna Paulsen Secretary apaulsen@stmaryslg.org x118

Mass TIMES

Daily: Mon - Sat 7:30 am

Saturday (Vigil): 5 pm

Sunday: 7:30,9 & 11:15 am and 6 pm

Reconciliation: 3:30 pm on Saturdays

and birth certificates, and immunization
records. There is a $40.00 per family
processing and testing fee payable at this
time. Testing for new kindergartners will
take place Saturday, March 6th from 9:00
—12:00. Grades 1 through 7 will test

on Wednesday, March 10th, from 2:45
-4:15. St. Mary’s School includes grades
Kindergarten through Eight. St. Mary’s
School does not unlawfully discriminate
on the basis of race, color, national and/or
ethnic origin, age, sex or disability in the
admission of students, the administration
of educational policies, scholarships,
loan programs, athletic and other school-
administered programs.

WANT TO SUPPORT SAINT MARY’s SCHOOL
WITHOUT COSTING YOU TIME OR MONEY?
1) Buy Scrip

Scrip is an everyday gift certificate
from local and national stores including
Safeway, Walgreens, Lunardi’s, Whole
Foods, Home Depot, and Powell’s Candy
Store. The school buys these certificates
at a discount price and resells them
at face value. People shop with gift

certificates instead of cash and help raise
money for St. Mary’s School with no cost
to the shopper. Scrip can be ordered at the
school office. Gift certificates make great
birthday and Christmas gifts
2) Let us register your Safeway Club Card

A percentage of your purchases will
then automatically be credited to St.
Mary’s School.

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
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DIVIDENDS FOR LIFE

CarHoLic ScHooL. WEEK
JANUARY 31 - FEBRUARY 6, 2010
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